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HISTORICAL ARMENIA

ARTZKE

A MAP-GUIDE
TO HISTORICAL

MONUMENTS
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An Armenian family from Artzke; the bodies of 6 Armenians from Artzke killed by Kurds
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The city of Artzke (Adilcevaz) and its castle; an oil press stone in Khorants Village
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Mount Sipan (Nekh Masik, 4,058 m) and Lake Van; the lake as seen from the castle of Artzke
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Artzke is situated in the east of Bznunik District, in Tavroberan (Turuberan) Province,
Armenia Maior. In the High Middle Ages, it was separated from Bznunik as a distinct district
which extends on the northern shore of Lake Van: its territory stretches from the shoreline to
the watershed of the summit of Mount Sipan.

In the 9th to 6th centuries B.C., Artzke District was within the borders of Van Kingdom as
one of its most important parts highly strengthened with fortifications.

In the 7th century, Artzke was taken and destroyed by the Arabs. Between 885 and 1001,
it was within the Bagratid Kingdom of Armenia, after which it became part of the Kingdom of
Vaspurakan. After the latter’s fall (in 1021), the district was conquered by the Seljuk-Turks
whose domination was followed by that of different Turkoman tribes. In the 17th century,
Artzke was invaded by the Persians who forced the local population into deportation.

Despite the foreign invasions following one another, Artzke remained predominantly
inhabited by Armenians up until the genocide of 1915: the largest part of its population was
massacred between 6 and 8 April of the same year.

Artzke was particularly renowned for a sort of high-quality wheat which was exported into
the neighbouring districts. Also, it has always been famous for its nuts.

Artzke used to abound in a wide variety of centuries-old Armenian monuments which were
mostly destroyed in the past decades, sharing the fate of the Armenian inhabitants of the district.

This map-guide is intended for Armenians and foreigners interested in historical monu-
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The monastery of Skanchelagortz; one of the cross-stones of the sunken cemetery of Arjra Village
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Pillar bases from the temple of Ziukuni (Kefkale) Castle; a tracing of some reliefs adorning one of

these bases
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