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Lwfuholiwlb pwnuwp, Up. QGunpqg Glytintgh - St. Gevorg Church, Nakhijevan City
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Up. Qlunnq Gytintignt (1869-1872 pp.) tntiupp hwpwy-wplbdniinphg b hyntuhu- St. Gevorg Church (1869 to 1872) from the south-west and north-west; the
wnluiniinphg, wmbGnwnpnipjntp wU3U  qfuwdnn ghbdnpwlywb wnwph sanctuary as marked on the map (1976, scale: 1:10.000) of the Soviet Military

1:10.000 dwupunnwph pwpwntigh ypw L Ghtntgnt wmbtinp nsbGswgniohg htiinn Headquarters, and its site after its total destruction (see Google Earth, 2005)
(inti'u Google Earth, 2005 p.)
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Uihwwuwuwn qjnin, Up. Uunndwowdohb thtntigh (Lwfuholwbh P3) Sourb Astvatzatzin Church, Aliapat Village, Nakhijevan
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WL S _- ® Sourb Astvatzatzin (Holy Virgin)
Church (17th cent.) from the west and
= south; the monument as marked on the
* | map (1976, scale: 1:10.000) of the
ﬁf Soviet Military Headquarters, and its
__-'.',‘*!' site after its total destruction (see
& 5 Google Earth, 2005)
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Uppwyntbhu qjnin, Up. bwpwwtin Jwbp (Lwfuhplwbh h3) Sourb Karapet Monastery, Abrakunis Village, Nakhijevan
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PP. r) Monastery (1381), situated at the western
Ywbglwd Up. Ybwpwwbinn Jubpp hwpwdhg, hwpwy-wpldniinphg dhbsk 1990- extremity of the village (it underwent restoration between 1648 and 1649), as
wywb pp. uygpbbippn, mbnwnnpnipyntbp VURU qifuwdnp ghbynpwlwb mwph seen from the south and south-west until the early 1990s; the monument as
1:50.000 dwupwnwph pwpwntigh (1976 p.) ypw L Jwbph wntinp nsGswgniuhg htinn marked on the map (scale: 1:50.000, 1976) of the Soviet Military Headquarters,
(int'u Google Earth, 2011 p.) and its site after its total destruction (Google Earth, 2011)
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Quwbdwy (Fywbow) pwnuwp, Up. Indhwbbbiu Glytntgh St. Hovhannes Church, Gandzak (Gyanja) City
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LGwitpwjhb hwabpqwupwhh yepwéddwd Up. Indhwbbbu Gytintignt (1633 p.) St. Hovhannes Church (1633), now turned into a hall of chamber music, from
nbGupp hwpwyhg L Geppniuwn ((nwu.” dptintphy Ptptanbh, 2007 p.) the south and its interior (photos by F. Berlemont, 2007)

Up. 3IndhwGbbu Ghtntgnyt hbwpwpwywb (1633 p.), wunwwwwngh Qwuwih The inscriptions of St. Hovhannes Church which have been deliberately
Gdhpwwndwlwb (1643 p.) L 3Indubith Gphgnpywbgh dwfuuny 1860 p. wwwn- scraped away (one of them (1633) commemorates the construction of the mon-
nwundwéd nnwlb dhunndbwdnp pbpdwéd wpdwlbwapnipynibbbppn (hhG ument, the other a donation (1643) made by a certain Tasal from Astapat, and
inLuwbywpbbpp” U, bwpwwbunywbh, 1985 p., Gnptpn™ dptintphy Ptptanbh, the third one the making of the church door (1860) with Hovsep Grigoriants’s
2007 p.) means (the old photos by S. Karapetian, 1985 & the recent ones by F.
Berlemont, 2007)
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[wwnywebtp Pwpyh hwywlywb gbiptigiwbnghg ((nLu.” 1986 p.)
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[wjuwywb gtiptguwbngp nsbGswgiwb wywhhb ((neu.” ubiwywnbdptin, 2007 p., www.nr2.ru/incidents/139859.html)
The Armenian cemetery in process of destruction (photo September 2007, www.nr2.ru/incidents/139859.html)
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fuwswlww gjnen, [wngiwbswg Jwbp (3yntuhuwghb Upgwfu) Targmanchats Monastery, Khachakap Village, Northern Artsakh
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Qjnnhg 1 Yo hyntuhu-wplbdniinp qunbynn Pwpgiwbswg Jwbpnp hyntuhuhg L Targmanchats ( Translators) Monastery, situated a km north-west of the village,
hwpwy-wplbintnphg L qubqulwwnwb nbupp hjntuhu-wnplbdniinphg ([ nwu.” 3. as seen from the north; its belfry from the north-west and south-west (photos by
Qupwpjwbh L N Upqupywbh, 1980-wlywh pp.) H. Zakarian & R. Abgarian, 1980s)

Pwpgiwbswg Juwbph wntiupp mnmphtiqtipphg. jwb ypw Juwbph uindtinh wpwnw- Targmanchats (Translators) Monastery from space: its reflection on snow

gniwbpn hnipnud £, np qubquywunnibp gnynipynth snibh, ntuinh nsbswgdwé b shows it without its belfry, which suggests that it has been destroyed (Google
(inti'u Google Earth, 2008) Earth, 2008)
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Nuywlwwwuwn qjnin, qtptguwbng (3yntuhuwyhlb Upgwfu) A cemetery in Voskanapat Village, Northern Artsak
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U.Uué , hwnnn pw up 198 | . The quart adjoining va (Ho
LUwpwwbinjwbh bW dpbintiphy Pp GanGh) (photos by S. Karapetian & F. Berlemont)
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QGunwbb qjnin, pwybih ninth (3yntuhuwjhb Upgwfiu) A house in Getashen Village, Northern Artsakh
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26lp gpwybint optiphl (1991 p. @ 3 ‘ days of the occupation of
dwjhu)

three-floor house (1889), one of
the most remarkable buildings in

| the village, as of 1989 and 2007

(the Azeri bandits burnt the house

Tn £ Getashen, i.e. in May 1991)
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Ugwuwn gjnin, Up. Indhwbbbu Gytntgh (3yntuhuwjhb Upgwfu) St. Hovhannes Church, Azat Village, Northern Artsakh
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Stuwpwbbtn Up. Indhwbbbu Gytintignig ((ntu.” U. bwpwwbinjwbh, 1989 p.) L Partial views of St. Hovhannes Church (photos by S. Karapetian, 1989) and the
Gytntghl wwjptigniohg htwnn (nwu.” dpbintiphy FtpGanbh, 2007 p.) monument after its explosion (photos by F. Berlemont, 2007)
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Lwuan qjnin, Up. Swpnipynch Ghtintgh (3yntuhuwihb Upgwfu) Sourb Harutiun Church, Kamo Village, Northern Artsakh

L
|

TR B PR S
FRsetr oo, el
 alh L e e oy .'..,..‘.‘ = '_.;t 'r‘,_:l'

L C
i = £ i
r.l_,i_f:..,:_d__ -

Stuwnpwbbtn Up. Swpnipynih Gytintgnig (1 ncu.” U. Ywpwwbinjwbh, 1989 p.) L Partial views of Sourb Harutiun (Holy Resurrection) Church (photos by S.

tytntghlh gptipt hhdbnyht wdbptintg htwnn (nwu.” dptintphy Ptntdnbh, Karapetian, 1989) and the monument after its almost total destruction (photo by
2007 p.) F. Berlemont, 2007)
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Fwpnt pwnuwp, Up. Uundwowdhb Glytntigh L polwubwwnnnib Sourb Astvatzatzin Church and a Caravanserai, Baku City
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s=====m (i | JL, huy LytinkghG® oL nupnLy:
: = QuGynwd thG pwnwph hhG dwuntl’
== Upg-Ywibuh Ynsdwé wrnwnwyh hw-
==t pwjwnplinjwb Ynnonwd: uknbght
S hhoOwhwwwl pwnky GG 2000-wlwG
e~ PP. UYqpOGPNG, huly Yhg Gnwhwpl
g 2aows qulqulwunlbhg fubwyb)p G0 ohwyl
e e Juinnijgh  wnwohlG hwplyp™ 2hGni-
W Bhs pinlGp GuwObglbinyg  UwtipnGywa
g b ppwyngnud Wwhwwldwsd Ypwlhws-
s WwonWlwG 0bihjwGhe:

Toaecsssaipaiel  The Armenian caravanserai (17th

ot emeegl cent.) and church (18th cent.) were sit-

W i 728 uated in the south-west of a tower

\# 20  named Kez-Kalesi, in the older part of

Fle “2 the city. The latter was totally annihilat-

% ed in the early 2000s. As for the three-

& floor belfry adjoining it, only its first

"9 storey was spared, being altered to

8%t resemble a pagan temple preserved on
x5 Absheron Peninsula.
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Lwjwquwnh wancpg (Upgwfu, Bwwpwnh 2npowl) Bridge of Lalazar, Kashatagh District, Arts
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Uhdtinh Lwjwgqwpjubgh ohongltipny 1867 p. Npnunwb qbiinh ypw Ywnrnigdwd Gpyprhsp Ywianipp
unntibwydnp pbpwéd hwytnth 2hGwpwpwywb wpédwbwannepjniln
The double-span bridge built over the river Vorotan in 1867 with Simeon Lalazariants’s means; its Armenian-
language construction inscription which has been deliberately scraped off
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Qwiwyw qjnin, Up. Uunndwowdhb Guytintigh (hudwjhhp 2nowb) Sourb Astvatzatzin Church, Ghalaka Village, Ismayilli District

7

Stuwpwbbtp 1905-1907 pp. Jwnnigywd Up. Uunmdwdwdhlb thtintignig Partial views of Sourb Astvatzatzin (Holy Virgin) Church built between 1905
(tneu.” U. Ywpwwbinywbh, 1984 p.) and 1907 (photos by Samvel Karapetian, 1984);
Gytintghl wwjptigntohg htitnn™ 2003 p. the church after its explosion (photo 2003)
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ShbO 2nnuwijh qbpgowbngp (LwfuhpbwOh P3) Hin Jugha Cemetery, Nakhijeva
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Stuwnpwbbbn QI’:LF[LUJh Lulzl'uujnhLuhrszuu huwjywluwh qbandwﬂnghg 1915 p. (InLtu.” U. dpnyph)
Qtintgdwlngh nsbswgnidb wnpptowlwlywb pwbwyh étnpny 2005 p. ntyntdptpht (pnwu.” U. Gunpgjubh)

Partial views of the world-famous Armenian cemetery of Jugha (photos by A. Vruyr, 1915); the destruction of the necropolis by the Azeri troops in December 2005

(photos by A. Gevorgian)
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3h0 Aninw, «Mndpingh cwo» Glytintgh (bwiuppliwbh P3) Pomblozi Zham Church, Hin Jugha, Nakhijevan Autonomous Republ
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3h0 Antnw pwnwpwwnbinhh nmwnpwdpnid gnnbynn «Mndpingh dwid» Ghtinkgnt tmGupp hwpwyhg 1976 p. ((nwu.” UpdGh Swhubwgqwpjwbh) L wywyptigniihg hbnn’
2002 p. (|nLu.” Ipwyn Pwgb flvwstipjwbh)

The church named Pomblozi Zham, situated in Hin Jugha, from the south (photo by Armen Hakhnazarian, 1976) and the site of the monument after its explosion
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UGhpptih dwiwGwyGtphg hwjtpny pwlytguwo L ULo nt @npp Lwjptiph yhunwlwlnpjuwl vwhdiw(itph dbe pln-
qpyyuo <wyyuyul tnGwfuwphp swhwquig hwpnun E Gpypuwdwuh pGhyGaph wpwpwo puquunupjul mwpw-
plnyp ywuwumiwlwl hnpwpdwGitpnny:

Uhpyuwjhu {wjwunwbh {wlGpuybmmpmniGl hp dte plngpymd t {wjjwlwl (teGw)fuwphh jud Numdwyul
Jwjwunwlh mwpwoph nip9 10%-p (LAL-h htim® vnn 14%-p), hul jujGwowdw hwjpklGhph dGwgju; hwmyuon
npnhjwo b {wjwunmwlh {wlpwwybumnipjul hwplwG GpypGhph” ©nipphwjh, UnppbowGh (Ghipwnjwy ytpohGhu
tipwlujnmpjul Gtppn quGynn ‘LwuholwGh hGpGwup Lwlpwwybmnpinilp), Ypwumwlh L bpwGh dhol:

b htimlwGp wju witGh hwjjuwijwl yuundwlwl hnpwpdwiitph dtowgniyG dwub £ hpGwpbpuwpwnp quiGymy L
Jwjwunwbh {wlpwytnmpjul vwhiwlitphg nnipu:

UlGgwo 8-9 mwulwyjulltph pGpugpmud (1920 p.-hg h ytip) <wjwuwnmwbh hwplwl wtnmpmGGtpp hwyjuwG
wwwundwjwl hnpwpdwGGiph wwhwywlimpjwl hwpgnid npulnplip G6 mwpptp dnintignidGtn: fugunmpjuip bpuGh
Jwjwumnwlh Lwlpuybtmnipjub vjnu tphp hwplwGGtph mwpwopGtipnd hwjjujul quuiwjwl hnwpdwGGbpp
ny dhwjl thpwlw 360 tnt) wwhwywlinpjwl, wjlk opuwgpduwo L shunudGwdnp nyGswgyby Ga:

1918 p. YGpwhwjn Onmpphwjh phjwlwghnwwli hwnpwlwlyny, gnponii dwulwlgmpjudp L hnquonmpjuip
unbinoywo, huly 1920 p. pnppLhyGtph juipny wipwqpjwo b mwpwoph Yhuny swh hwng pGoppwGh, Yhuny swih k£
hwj dywlynypny GGpoodwo yuumiwljwl Unjulph vwhiwGitpmd dbwdnpuo Gnptiniyy L hGpGwhGup UnpptowGh
Quwlpwwbmnmpjub hpfuwlnmpjmGabpp htiGg wnwohG mwuphGtphg h yop Gph ny ppGwiwjwl, wyw wnijuql unpuw-
Juwl ytpwpbpiniGp G0 npulnptp hwjjuljuwt quundwjwi hnpwpdwGGbph Gumdwdp:

£G0hY hwyjuuwl yuundwjwl jwjtwoww mwpwopltph” Unpptowlh Juquinid hwjmGytint hwlquiwlpny wyuwj-
twlwynpJwo” hwlpwybtimmpjwl mwpwopl hptiGhg Gipujwglnid £ Bywlympnpbl dvhwliquuiw )i mwpptp Gpym dh-
puijun:

Unwohl fudpnd hwqupwdjulotph pbpwgpnmi tpypwdwuh pGhyGtph, hGyytu wlb hwjjuljuG pwunupwlppni-
pynilp Ypnn wnulwwb npn) gbntiph untnowo (mpwlwl Yywiynyph' 1960-wljwl pyulwubltphg h ytp wn-
Jwlwluwl hwjnmwpupywo hnpwpdwGGtna 6, hul Gpyponpnpnud” wpuwpwuwl wppwwbplbtphg h 4bnp, puwjg wnwyb-
Jjwpwn n1 vhoGwnupnid tppuwdwu puwthwlgwo pymppwljub L ppnujul qubtwqu gbintiphg, yunpuhy mhpwjwGG-
nhg L pnlnipjudp dwhitnuwiwgwo pGhyGtph vh Jwuhg dwunwlqwo, 1935 p.-hg htn «wnpphowwul» wh-
nwjwynpywo §ndyuwujwb pwpwpltiph” wihwitidvwm wytiih hnppwphy L mtuwyny vwhdw Gwihwy hnpwpdwGibpp
(mpulp qiuwynpuybtiu pwlwljwl wywpwbpltp GG, yqyhpltp L qbphquuGwiwl hnpywpdwlltp” nuipwpwGttp,
nwwyw lwpwnbip):

Unpptowlwlwl hpjuwlmpniGGtph” hnppwpdwGGbph G2jwy Gpynme fjudptiph numdGuiuhpnipjwl b ywhwwlnipju G
fuGnhpGtphG wnGsynn yapuwptipndniGpp htilGg ulyqphg ty tnby £ pnqoywo jumpuuG:

Uujwop hwuntilp htmlyw) hwitdwwmmpjwdp: Gpp 1920-1940-wujul pJujuGGbphG nn9 fonphpnujhG Uhnip GG
wibynoymu tp hwjuwpnGulut’ wpthunmwljuwl qunuihwpwjunumpjuwip, Unpptipwlnd spwlnybg ny vh diqyhp, wj
JwnnigytighG Gnpbpp, dhGyntn gniquhtnwpwn wytngbghb b huyuwn wihtnwgul dho Cwnupjwli nwuljwl Julipbp
L tybtntghGtin:

1950-1960-wjwl pywlwGGtpht, Gpp punphpnuwjhlG wmbGpmpmniGl wjlu hpwdwpybp bp yuw)umwiniGpwjhG
hnpywpdwGitph nod ppwjuwiwgwo hwjuypnGuwluwb Ynyp yguwjpwnphg, Unpptiowlnid wyhunmwljwl hnwlGwynpni-
pjuip wpniGuwlynd Ep pphunnGbwub owgmu niltgnn hwjjuwwl dhoGwnwpjub hnipwpdwlGbph (Juiptn,
tytintighGtn, Jwunnmnltp L pwspwpbpny qipiqiuingGbp) quiGquowjhl owpnupwpnipjniGp:

Unpptiowlh wmwpwopmyi hwjmlGwo hwjjuwl hnppwpdwlGtph ngGyugiwli wytwmwlwinptl gnpownpynn
pwnuwpwlwinpniln, pun Enpjul, ny thwjl snununptg, wjil GnyyGhuly sdbniuguwy wiquy 1960-uljub pJuljuGGtphg
htinn, tGpp pwnuwpwlwl yuwwdtn juunwpnn wnpptowlgh yuunidwpwGitnt m dwpnwpuwbtnitpp hwGlunpo L
vhwhwinin §hpyng wnjuluwlwb hngwlbghG (hhdp E plGgniGyt] 9 nuphg h ybop hwy wnwptjunuyu, vwluw)l wpnbG
d nuphg htun yuwuminpjul pwmbpuwptidp jpwo b wjjlu npluk uyqpGunpmpny syyuynn wnjulwlwuwb gbnbph
qnjnipjnilin) dhGsk d 0 nunpp junmgwo hwjjuljub pnpnp hnpwpdwGGtnn:

Quwpy bt G261, np wnulwliwl whunwjuynpwo hwyjuwli hnppwpdwliiph wilwpuwnty b hwdwnwpwo
nyGswguiwl qnpoplpwgn ujhgp & wntp Unppbowlh wiwpuwgniihg (1991 p.) h ytp L wnljw wnyjwlGtph hwiwdw)G
gunn ywpniGwlynud E Gnyy0 pwthny:

by ytpwpbpmy L Upgwhujwl wquumuwdwnpumh ppugpnid ninidwo yuwmiwlwl hnpwpdwGGtphb, wyw wjumtbn
hwnuG)wwl £, np wytpyt GG ny dhwyl wyl hnpwpdwGGtpp, npnlGp pbiynig dh jupd dwdwlwljuwhwnyuwo
hwjmGdty thG wnppbowlwljub ghGnmdh Jtpwhuynnnipjul Gtppn, wjil wjGwyhuhp, npnlp qunbGynid Eh0 nwqiwjuwi
gnponnmpjniGGtnhg pwwn htinnt:

1994 p. bwjhuhg hwunmwwmywo ghGwnunwuphg htimn L gupn hwjuwiwl hnpwpdwGGbpl pnhwipwwtu, huly
wuwyumwuniipwjht L gbipbquuuwluwi hnpwpdwGitpp Jwulwynpuytiv Unppbowlnid pupniGuynid GG nyGywg Oty
wnpnbl whnmwluwl witGwpwpdp dwjupnuynyg’ withwenGuly wyn qnpohl dwulwyhg nupdGbny GnyyGhuly Gpyphp
nwqiwlul mdtphG:

Udthnthtingd hwjjujult yquundwjwli hnpuwpdwGbph Guundwdp wgppbowlwlwl hyfuwlnpnGoph Jwpwo
mbwljwl dunnnuijub punupwwinpjwl tmpjnilp’ ndjwn sk Guwwnmb], np mbnh nmGtgwon GnyyGwlwG E 1915 p.-hg
h ytp Upldnjuwl Lwjwunmwlnd, 1975 p.-hg htiwin < jntuhuwjhG Ghypnumd, YytpohG mwphGtphG £ ubippujul Ununyn
dwnpgnud juunuwpjuwobbph htitm, ntunh hunwy &, np wjing hwjptGhpGtpnd untinoywo pymppwwl ywtmnipjniGGtph
unnbgmuGbpl nm gnponnnipymGGtpp shophGuwy GG L pfund GG Gwdwo Gpypwiwubpl hpp wyn duny jmpugltint L
hptiGg utipniGnGtph hwdwnp wywhnjwqpbijnt dnmwhngnipnithg:

b htimlmuiG yipnpwpunpyuih™ hwply Gap hwdwpmd ptywmb, np Unppbowlh hwjwipwlynyyp punupwluwlnpjnGa
wnntl huy ny dhwjl whnbih yGwu £ hwugpty Gpyph $wimpwumbno pGhYy dnnnynipnGtnhG, wjjl dhllnyg b dudwlwly
winwnbwih ynpniunm L yuwwmdwnb] hwdw)fuwphwjh( pwunupwlppmipjwln:

THE STATE OF ARMENIAN HISTORICAL
MONUMENTS IN THE REPUBLIC OF AZERBAIJAN

The Armenian Highland, which has been inhabited by Armenians since time immemorial, and which
used to be home to the kingdoms of Metz Hayk (Armenia Major) and Pokr Hayk (Armenia Minor),
abounds in awide variety of centuries-old historical monuments created by its natives.

The present-day Republic of Armenia covers over 10 % (about 14 % together with the Republic of
Nagorno Karabakh) of the vast territory of the Armenian Highland or Historical Armenia, the rest of
which is divided among the adjacent countries. Turkey, Azerbaijan (including the Autonomous Republic
of Nakhijevan which is within its governance), Georgia and Iran. Due to this, most of Armenian histori-
cal monuments are situated outside the borders of the Republic of Armenia.

In recent 8 to 9 decades (since 1920), the aforementioned states nelghbouring Armenia have shown dif-
ferent approaches to the issue of the preservation of Armenian historical monuments—with the exception
of Iran, the other three of them have not ever taken any steps towards the preservation of Armenian his-
torical monuments; moreover, they have been subjected to premeditated demolition in these countries.

The year 1918 marked the foundation of the Republic of Azerbaijan, which came into being as a
result of adiplomatic victory won by, and through the strenuous efforts of, its “godfather,” i.e. Turkey.
Half of the newly-established state comprised the territory of Historical Armenia, the rest of it extend-
ing within the borders of the historical land of Caucasian Albania boasting an abundance of Armenian
cultural monuments. In 1920 the Bolsheviks ratified the existence of this state, the authorities of
which showed a biassed—if not hostile—attitude towards the Armenian historical monuments which
had thus appeared within their rule from the very first years of their coming to power.

Due to this fact, the cultural heritage preserved on the territory of Azerbaijan falls in two different
groups. a) ancient monuments of material culture created by the natives of the region and certain
Caucasian Albanian tribes which were known as carriers of Armenian civilisation (since the 1960s all
these monuments have been declared as Albanian ones); b) monuments erected by different Turkic and
Kurdish tribes which penetrated into the region in the times of Arab invasions (but mostly in the late
Middle Ages), as well as by some Persian lords, part of the natives forced into Muslimisation, and
Caucasian Tatars. These monuments, which show but meagre variety and are incomparably smaller in
number (they comprise khans' pal aces, mosques and funerary monuments such as mausoleums and tomb-
stones), have been labelled as “ Azerbaijanian” since 1935. From the very foundation of Azerbaijan, the
attitude of its authorities towards the study and preservation of the monuments of these two groups was
marked with flagrant discrimination. Thus, between the 1920s and 1940s, when the entire USSR was per-
vaded with anti-religious (i.e. atheistic) ideology, no mosgues were pulled down in Azerbaijan—on the
contrary, new oneswere built, whereas in the mean-time, tens of medieval churches and monasteries were
destroyed without any vestiges |eft.

During the 1950s to 1960s, when the Soviet authorities had aready terminated their blind struggle
against religious monuments, the mass destruction of medieval Christian Armenian monuments (church-
es, chapels, convents and cemeteries of cross-stones) still went on in Azerbaijan under state auspices.

In fact, the implementation of the state policy of annihilation against the Armenian monuments located
on the territory of Azerbaijan did not cease and was not even abated after the 1960s, when all of a sud-
den, Azerbaijanian historians and architects unanimously declared—indeed, obeying an order they had
recelved from the authorities of the country—that all Armenian monuments built prior to the 19th centu-
ry are “Albanian” ones. They based their allegation on the former existence of certain Albanian tribes
which adhered to the Armenian Apostolic Church from the 4th century onwards, but disappeared from the
history of mankind after the 10th century and are not mentioned in any of the subsequent sources.

It should be mentioned that the unprecedented and wide-spread destruction of the Armenian monuments
labelled as “ Albanian” ones started after Azerbaijan declared independence (1991), and as attested by the
available information, nowadays it has not abated at all.

Asfor the Armenian historical monuments damaged during the liberation war of Artsakh, it is notewor-
thy that apart from the monuments demolisned even where they remained under Azeri control for a short
time, there are many others which suffered damage or destruction despite their being situated very far
from the zone of military operations.

Since the armistice of May 1994, the destruction of the Armenian monuments (particularly, religious
and funerary ones) of Azerbaijan has been ongoing at state level, the armed forces of the country being
directly involved in these base atrocities.

It is evident that the policy of annihilation continually exercised against the Armenian historical mon-
uments of Azerbaijan is just another case of the implementation of the same policy in Western Armenia
since 1915, Northern Cyprus since 1975, and in the Serb region of Kosovo in recent years. This shows
that the authorities of the Turkic states established in the homelands of other peoples are unanimous in
their approaches and actions relating to the lands they keep under occupation: their aim isthe final appro-
priation of these territories which can in this way easily pass to their coming generations.

To summarise, we find it expedient to stress that the culture-destroying policy of Azerbaijan hasinflict-
ed formidable and irretrievable losses not only on the native peoples living within its borders, but also on
world civilisation.
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