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During their centuries-old existence in the Armenian Highland, its natives enriched and embellished
their historical cradle with a wide variety of architectural monuments.

It is noteworthy that the Armenians created the pearls of their architectural heritage during those periods
of history when they lived and worked under the auspices of national statehood.

The foreign sway that Armenia was forced to suffer from time to time impeded the regular develop-
ment of Armenian national culture. In the meantime, while unfolding construction activity, the foreign
conquerors widely used the skills and experience of the natives of Armenia, gained in different fields,
and particularly, in architecture, in the course of centuries.

During the foreign domination of Armenia, outstanding Armenian masons were often forced into car-
rying out different tasks within the construction activity of this or that ruler. Applying their knowledge
of architecture, as well as their creative mind and efforts, Armenian masters were compelled to build
castles, palaces, mosques, mausoleums, bridges, caravanserais and residential buildings for their foreign
lords, all of these structures revealing the influence of Armenian architecture, and bearing the apparent
imprint of its traditional features.

With this respect, special mention should be made of the mausoleums (14th to 15th centuries) that
were erected in the Eastern regions of Historical Armenia, and particularly in Artsakh, in the times of
the Turkman Kara Koyunlu nomadic tribes. These mausoleums, which were built over the graves of the
chieftains of these tribes and are reminiscent of church domes, were designed by Armenian architects
and built by Armenian masters.

Of no less importance are the religious and especially secular buildings, such as the 17th-century ca-
ravanserai in Gharghabazar, which actually represent reproductions of the porticoes that were wide-
spread in Artsakh from the 12th to 13th centuries up until the period between the 17th and 18th cen-
turies.

Apart from these, there exist a small number of buildings (mosques, bath-houses, dwellings) erected
in the settlements of the Caucasian Tatars (renamed “Azerbaijanians” since 1918) who shifted to a
sedentary mode of life only in the second half of the 19th century, and that upon compulsion by the
tsarist authorities. These structures are true specimens of the building art of Artsakh, even the mosques
representing an imitation of the composition of the houses of the region.

Judging from all this, we come to the conclusion that all the monuments, erected through the appli-
cation of Armenian masters’ knowledge and skills, and reflecting their perception of art, the monuments
constructed in accordance with the principles and logic of Armenian architecture and building art,
refined over and over in the course of many millennia, form an integral part of the national architecture
of Armenia, and particularly, of Artsakh.

Regretful as it is, so far neither specialists nor tourists have paid due attention to the Islamic monuments
of the Armenian architecture of Artsakh so that now we say:

WELCOME TO ARTSAKH
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¸³Ùμ³ñ³Ý Ê³ã»Ý-¸áñμ³ïÉÇ ·ÛáõÕÇ Ùáï, 1314 Ã., ×³ñï.` Þ³ÑÇÏ í³ñ¹å»ï4



A mausoleum in the vicinity of Khachen-Dorbatli Village, 1314, by architect Shahik 5



¸³Ùμ³ñ³Ý Ê³ã»Ý-¸áñμ³ïÉÇ ·ÛáõÕÇ Ùáï, 1314 Ã., ×³ñï.` Þ³ÑÇÏ í³ñ¹å»ï6



A mausoleum in the vicinity of Khachen-Dorbatli Village, 1314, by architect Shahik 7



Ê³ã»Ý-¸áñμ³ïÉÇÇ ¹³Ùμ³ñ³ÝáõÙ ¨ ºñ¨³ÝÇ Ùáï ·ïÝíáÕ ºÕí³ñ¹Ç »Ï»Õ»óáõÙ ³éÏ³

ÝáõÛÝ³Ï³Ý å³ïÏ»ñ³ù³Ý¹³ÏÝ»ñ, ·áñÍ` ×³ñï. Þ³ÑÇÏ í³ñ¹å»ïÇ
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Identical ornamental reliefs found in the mausoleum of Khachen-Dorbatli and in the church of
Yeghvard near Yerevan (by architect Shahik)
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10 Ê³ã»Ý-¸áñμ³ïÉÇÇ ¹³Ùμ³ñ³ÝÇ ·Ùμ»Ã³ñ¹Á

The concha of the mausoleum of Khachen-Dorbatli



11Ê³ã»Ý-¸áñμ³ïÉÇÇ ¹³Ùμ³ñ³Ý. Ù³Ýñ³Ù³ëÝ»ñ

The mausoleum of Khachen-Dorbatli: partial views



12 ºÏ»Õ»ó³Ó¨ ¹³Ùμ³ñ³Ý ì³Ýáó³ ¥æÇçÇÙÉÇ¤ ·ÛáõÕÇ Ùáï, Ä¸ ¹³ñ



13A church-shaped mausoleum near Vanotsa (Jijimli) Village, 14th century



14 ¸³Ùμ³ñ³Ý ì³Ýáó³ ¥æÇçÇÙÉÇ¤ ·ÛáõÕÇ Ùáï, Ä¸-Äº ¹³ñ»ñ



15A mausoleum near Vanotsa (Jijimli) Village, 14th to 15th centuries



¸³Ùμ³ñ³Ý ì³Ýáó³ ¥æÇçÇÙÉÇ¤ ·ÛáõÕÇ Ùáï, Ä¸-Äº ¹³ñ»ñ16



A mausoleum near Vanotsa (Jijimli) Village, 14th to 15th centuries 17



¸³Ùμ³ñ³Ý Æí³ÝÛ³Ý ¥Êáç³Éáõ¤ ·ÛáõÕÇ Ùáï, Ä¸ ¹³ñ
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19A mausoleum near Ivanian (Khojalu) Village, 14th century



20 ¸³Ùμ³ñ³Ý Üáñ Ø³ñ³Õ³ ¥Ô½ÁÉ-ø»Ý·»ñÉÇ¤ ·ÛáõÕÇ Ùáï, Ä¸-Äº ¹³ñ»ñ



21A mausoleum near Nor Maragha (Ghezel-Kengerli) Village, 14th to 15th centuries



22 ¸³Ùμ³ñ³Ý ÂáõÙ³ë ·ÛáõÕÇ Ùáï, Ä¸-Äº ¹³ñ»ñ



23A mausoleum in the neighbourhood of Thumas Village, 14th to 15th centuries



24
¸³Ùμ³ñ³Ý ºñÏ³Ã³íáñù ¥¸»ÙÇñãÇÉ³ñ¤ ·ÛáõÕáõÙ, Äº-Ä¼ ¹³ñ»ñ



25A mausoleum in Yerkatavork (Demirchilar) Village, 15th to 16th centuries



26 Ø½ÏÇÃ ¥1878-1879 ÃÃ.¤ ¨ μ³ÕÝÇù ì³½·»Ý³ß»Ý ¥²μ¹³É¤ ·ÛáõÕáõÙ: Ü³ËûñÇÝ³Ï ß³ñí³ÍùÁ

ï»ëÝáõÙ »Ýù Ñ³ñ¨³Ý Ð³óÇ ·ÛáõÕÇ Ùáï ·ïÝíáÕ ´éÇ ºÕóÇ í³ÝùÇ Ä¶ ¹³ñÇ »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ»ñáõÙ  



A mosque (1878 to 1879) and a bath-house in Vazgenashen (Abdal) Village. An archetype of their
stonework is found in the 13th-century churches of Bri Yeghtsy Monastery near Hatsy Village



28 ¸³Ùμ³ñ³Ý Øáõñ³¹μ»ÏÉáõ ·ÛáõÕÇ Ùáï, 1900-³Ï³Ý ÃÃ., ·áñÍ` ßáõß»óÇ ù³ñ·áñÍ í³ñå»ïÝ»ñÇ



29A mausoleum near Muradbeklu Village, 1900s (built by the masons of Shooshi)



30 Æç¨³Ý³ïáõÝ Ô³ñÕ³μ³½³ñ ·ÛáõÕáõÙ, Ä¾ ¹³ñ

A caravanserai in Gharghabazar Village, 17th century



Æç¨³Ý³ï³Ý Ý³ËûñÇÝ³ÏÝ»ñÁ Ø»Í ²ñ³Ýó, ÎáßÇÏ ¨ ºñÇó Ø³ÝÏ³Ýó í³Ýù»ñáõÙ, Ä¶-Ä¾ ¹¹.

The prototypes of the caravanserai of Gharghabazar Village in Metz Arants, Koshik and Yerits Mankants
Monasteries, 13th to 17th centuries



32 ØÇ³Ý³í »Ï»Õ»óáõ ÑáñÇÝí³Íùáí Ù½ÏÇÃ Ô³ñÕ³μ³½³ñ ·ÛáõÕáõÙ, Ä¾ ¹³ñ

A mosque of the composition of a uni-nave church in Gharghabazar Village, 17th century



33ØÇ³Ý³í »Ï»Õ»óáõ ÑáñÇÝí³Íùáí Ù½ÏÇÃ Ô³ñÕ³μ³½³ñ ·ÛáõÕáõÙ, Ä¾ ¹³ñ

A mosque of the composition of a uni-nave church in Gharghabazar Village, 17th century



34
²ñó³ËÛ³Ý μÝ³Ï»ÉÇ ï³Ý ÑáñÇÝí³ÍùÁ ÏñÏÝ³Í Ù½ÏÇÃ ¥1910-³Ï³Ý ÃÃ.¤ Ô³ñ³¹³ÕÉÁ ·ÛáõÕáõÙ

A mosque (1910s) in Gharadaghle Village built after the composition of the houses of Artsakh



35
1860-³Ï³Ý ÃÃ.-Çó ²ñó³ËáõÙ É³ÛÝáñ»Ý ï³ñ³Íí³Í μÝ³Ï»ÉÇ ï³Ý ÑáñÇÝí³ÍùÁ

The composition of houses wide-spread in Artsakh since the 1860s
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