




Ð³Ûáó Ð³Ûñ»ÝÇùÇ ÑÇÝ³íáõñó, ëñμ³½³Ý ¨

³ÝÝÙ³Ý ³ÝÏÛáõÝÝ»ñÇó ¿ ²ñó³ËÁ`

ÉÇ ³ÝÓ»é³Ï»ñï ¨ Ó»é³Ï»ñï

³ÝÑ³Ùñ»ÉÇ Ññ³ß³ÉÇùÝ»ñáí:

Ð³½³ñ³ÙÛ³ÏÝ»ñÇ ÁÝÃ³óùáõÙ

³ñ³ñã³·áñÍ μÝáõÃÛ³Ý ßé³ÛÉùÝ»ñáí

×áË³ó³Í ûññ³ÝÇó ëÝíáÕ ³ñó³ËóÇ

Ñ³Û»ñÁ, Çñ»Ýó Ñ³Ûñ»ÝÇùÁ

Ñ³ñëï³óÝ»Éáí, ½³ñ¹³ñ»óÇÝ Ù³ñ¹Ï³ÛÇÝ

ëï»ÕÍ³·áñÍ ÙïùÇ ³ÝÑ³Ùñ»ÉÇ

ù³Õ³ù³ÏñÃ³Ï³Ý ³ñÅ»ùÝ»ñáí, áñáÝù,

ëÏë³Í μÝ³å³ßïáõÃÛ³Ý ¨ μ³½Ù³ëïí³-

ÍáõÃÛ³Ý å³ßï³ÙáõÝùÝ»ñÇ Å³Ù³Ý³ÏÝ»-

ñÇó ÙÇÝã¨ ùñÇëïáÝ»³Ï³ÝÁ, Ý»ñÏ³Û³ó³Ý

Çμñ¨ Ëáñ³å»ë ³½·³ÛÇÝ ¨ áõñáõÛÝ

ëï»ÕÍ³·áñÍáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñ:

Æ Ñ»×áõÏë Çñ³ñ³Ñ³çáñ¹ Ýí³×áÕÝ»ñÇ

³ñß³í³ÝùÝ»ñÇÝ ¨ ûï³ñ ïÇñ³å»ïáõ-

ÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÇ ³éÅ³Ù³Ý³ÏÛ³ Ñ³ëï³ïÙ³Ý

ÇñáÕáõÃÛ³ÝÁ` Ñ³½³ñ³ÙÛ³ÏÝ»ñ ß³ñáõ-

Ý³Ï ³ñó³ËóÇ Ñ³Û»ñÁ Ï³éã³Í ÙÝ³óÇÝ

Ý³ËÝÛ³ó ßÇñÇÙÝ»ñáí ¨ ÑÇß³ï³ÏÝ»ñáí

ëñμ³óí³Í Ñ³Ûñ»ÝÇùÇÝ ¨ ëï»ÕÍ»óÇÝ

Ñáõß³ñÓ³ÝÝ»ñ, áñáÝóÇó Ûáõñ³ù³ÝãÛáõñÝ

áõÝÇ Çñ ëï»ÕÍÙ³Ý ÛáõñûñÇÝ³Ï

å³ïÙáõÃÛáõÝÁ ¨ ß³ï μ³Ý Ï³ñáÕ ¿ ³ë»É

μáÉáñ Ýñ³Ýó, áíù»ñ ó³ÝÏ³ÝáõÙ »Ý

×³Ý³ã»É ²ñó³ËÁ:

´²ðÆ ¶²Èàôêî ²ðò²Ê 

Artsakh is one of the ancient parts
of the Armenian Homeland, sacred
and unsurpassed in its beauty,
abounding in countless wonders
created by nature and man.

Nourished by their native soil,
endowed with the blessings of
nature, throughout many millennia,
the Armenians of Artsakh enriched
it with countless specimens of
man’s creative mind, by building
their cultural heritage, deeply
national in essence, that dates as
far back as the times of polytheism
and worship of Nature, and reach-
es the Christian era.

Notwithstanding the invasions fol-
lowing one another, and the provi-
sional domination of foreign rulers,
the Armenians of Artsakh remained
attached to their land, made
sacred with their ancestors’ graves
and relics. They have never
ceased building monuments each
of which has its own peculiar story
and can tell a lot to all those who
wish to get acquainted with
Artsakh.

WELCOME TO ARTSAKH 
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êËïáñ³ß»ÝáõÙ ·ïÝíáÕ ëáëÇ Í³éÁ Ã¨³ÏáË»É ¿ »ññáñ¹ Ñ³½³ñ³ÙÛ³ÏÁ4



The plane of Sekhtorashen is already in the third millennium of its existence 5



¶»ï³ß»ÝÇ Ùáï ·ïÝíáÕ ²ÉÑ³ñ³Ï ÉÇ×Á 1139 Ã. »ñÏñ³ß³ñÅÇ ÍÝáõÝ¹ ¿6



Lake Alharak, situated near Getashen, came into being as a result of the earthquake of 1139 7



ì³ñ¹³Óáñ ¥¶ÛáõÉ³Ã³Õ¤ ·ÛáõÕÇ ·»ñ»½Ù³ÝáóáõÙ ·ïÝíáÕ Ä¶ ¹³ñÇ ÙÇ Ë³ãù³ñÇ

å³Ñå³ÝáõÃÛáõÝÁ ëï³ÝÓÝ»É ¿ ¹³ñ³íáñ Ï³ÕÝÇÝ
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The ancient oak-tree has committed itself to preserving a 13th-century 
cross-stone in the cemetery of Vardadzor (Gyoulatagh) Village
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Ð³Ûáó ³ñù³ îÇ·ñ³Ý ´ Ø»ÍÇ ¥95-55 ÃÃ. Ù.Ã.³.¤ ÑÇÙÝ³¹ñ³Í îÇ·ñ³Ý³Ï»ñï ù³Õ³ùÇ

å³ñÇëåÝ»ñÁ ¨ í³ÕÙÇçÝ³¹³ñÛ³Ý ¥¸-º ¹¹.¤ »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ 

10



11The ramparts of the city of Tigranakert, founded by Armenian King Tigran II the Great
(95 to 55 B.C.), and an early medieval church (4th to 5th centuries)



12 Ð³ÛÏ³Ï³Ý ´³Ý³Ýó ·ÛáõÕÁ ÅáÕáíñ¹³Ï³Ý ×³ñï³ñ³å»ïáõÃÛ³Ý áÉáñïáõÙ ¹³ñ»ñÇ

ÁÝÃ³óùáõÙ Ïáõï³Ï³Í ÑÙïáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÇ ûññ³Ý ¿  



13The Armenian village of Banants boasts a rich heritage manifesting skills of folk architec-

ture gained in the course of centuries



14 ¸³¹Ç í³ÝùÇ ½³Ý·³Ï³ï³Ý Ý»ñëáõÙ ·ïÝíáÕ 1283 Ã. Ï»ñïí³Í ½áõÛ· Ë³ãù³ñ»ñÁ

ù³Ý¹³ÏÇ ¨ ·»Õ³ñí»ëïÇ Ñ³Ù³ßË³ñÑ³ÛÇÝ ·ÉáõË·áñÍáóÝ»ñ »Ý 



15These two cross-stones (1283), located inside the belfry of Dad Monastery, 
are world masterpieces of sculpture and art



16 ¶³ÝÓ³ë³ñÇ êμ. ÐáíÑ³ÝÝáõ-ØÏñïãÇ »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ ¥1216-1238 ÃÃ.¤ ¨ ·³íÇÃÁ ¥1261 Ã.¤

Ñ³Ù³ñíáõÙ »Ý Ñ³Û ×³ñï³ñ³å»ï³Ï³Ý ÙïùÇ Ñ³Ýñ³·Çï³ñ³Ý



17St. Hovhan Mkrtich (John the Baptist) Church of Gandzasar (1216 to 1238) and its narthex
(1261) are considered an encyclopedia of Armenian architectural thought



Ð³óÇ ·ÛáõÕÇ Ùáï ·ïÝíáÕ ´éÇ »ÕóÇ ¥²í³· êμ. Üß³Ý¤ í³ÝùÁ ¥Ä¶ ¹³ñ¤ Ñ³ñ³½³ïáñ»Ý

Ù³ñÙÝ³íáñáõÙ ¿ ³ñó³ËÛ³Ý ×³ñï³ñ³å»ïáõÃÛ³Ý ³é³ÝÓÝ³Ñ³ïÏáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÁ
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Bri Yeghtsy (Avag Sourb Nshan) Monastery (13th century), located in the neighbourhood of Hatsy
Village, represents an integrity of the peculiarities of the architecture of Artsakh
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úËïÁ ¹éÝ» í³ÝùÁ ¥º-¼ ¹¹.¤ ²í³Ý-ÐéÇ÷ëÇÙ»³ïÇå Ñ³ÛïÝÇ 21 »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ»ñÇó ³Ù»Ý³ÑÇÝÝ ¿

The monastery of Okhte Drne (5th to 6th centuries) is the oldest of the 21 churches 
having the composition of Avan-Hripsime type
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¶ïÇã í³ÝùÁ ¥·ÉË. »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ` 1241-1246 ÃÃ.¤ ²ñó³ËÇ ×³ñï³ñ³å»ï³Ï³Ý ·áÑ³ñÝ»ñÇó ¿

Gtich Monastery, the main church of which was built between 1241 and 1246, 
is one of the pearls of the architecture of Artsakh
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æñ³μ»ñ¹Á ¥º-ÄÀ ¹¹.¤ ·ïÝíáõÙ ¿ îñïáõ ¨ ÂñÕÇ ·»ï»ñÇ ÙÇ³Ë³éÝÙ³Ý ï»ÕáõÙ

Jraberd (5th to 18th centuries) is located at the juncture of the rivers Trtu and Terghi 
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Ð³Ý¹³μ»ñ¹Á ¥º-Ä¸ ¹¹.¤ ·ïÝíáõÙ ¿ îñïáõÇ Ó³Ë íï³Ï È¨ ·»ïÇ ³ç ÏáÕÙáõÙ

Handaberd (5th to 14th cents.) lies on the right side of the river Lev, the left tributary of the Trtu 
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24 Ì³ñÇ Ñ³Ýù³ÛÇÝ ï³ù ³ÕμÛáõñÝ»ñÁ ¨ ø³çù»Ý ÓáñÝ ²é³ç³Óáñ ·ÛáõÕÇ Ùáï

The warm mineral springs of Tzar and the gorge of Kajken near Arajadzor Village



Ø³½Ç Ï³ÙáõñçÁ ¥1825 Ã.¤, §ÄÝçÇÉáí Ï³å³Í ù»ñÍÁ¦ ²é³ç³ÓáñÇ Ùáï ¨ ¸áõïËáõÇ ÏÇñ×Á

Mazi Bridge (1825); the “rock fastened with an iron chain” near Arajadzor and the Doutkhou gorge  
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¸»åÇ ¸Ç½³÷³ÛïÇ ·³·³Ã ¥Ñ»éíáõÙ` ¶áéá½áõ μ»ñ¹Á¤

Towards the top of Mount Dizapayt (Gorozu Castle in the background)
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È¨ ·»ïÇ ÏÇñ×Á

The gorge of the river Lev
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1896 Ã. μ³óí³Í íÇÙ³Ï»ñï ×³Ý³å³ñÑ ²é³ç³Óáñ ·ÛáõÕÇ Ùáï

A cut-of-rock road unearthed in 1896 near Arajadzor Village
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´³½³Éï» ëÛáõÝ»ñ îñïáõÇ ÏÇñ×áõÙ` ø³ñí³×³éÇ Ùáï

Pillars of basalt in the defile of the Trtu, in the vicinity of Karvajar
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30 Øé³í É»éÁ ¶ÛáõÉÇëï³Ý ·ÛáõÕÇó 

Mount Mrav from Gyulistan Village



31ÐáÝáõïÇ ÏÇñ×Á ÞáõßÇÇ μ³ñÓáõÝùÇó 

The defile of Honut from the elevation of Shooshi



32 ÐáÝáõïÇ ÏÇñ×Á Î³ñÏ³éÇ ÓáñáõÙ 

The defile of Honut in the gorge of the Karkar



33Î³Ùáõñç ¨ çñ³Õ³ó ÐáÝáõïÇ ÏÇñ×áõÙ 

A bridge and a mill in the defile of Honut



¸Ç½³ÏÇ É»éÝ³ßË³ñÑÁ ¸Ç½³÷³ÛïÇ É³Ýç»ñÇó

The mountains of Dizak as seen from the slopes of Mount Dizapayt
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Ø³Ûñ³ÙáõïÁ ¸Ç½³÷³ÛïÇ ·³·³ÃÇó

Sunset from the top of Mount Dizapayt
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