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êµ. ºññáñ¹áõÃÛáõÝ »Ï»Õ»óáõ ÙÝ³óáñ¹Ý»ñÁ ·ïÝíáõÙ »Ý

Î³ñëÇ Ù³ñ½Ç î»Ïáñ (³ÛÅÙª ¸Ç·áñ) ·ÛáõÕÇ Ñ³ñ³í³ÛÇÝ »½-

ñÇÝ: 

Ð³Û »Ï»Õ»ó³ßÇÝáõÃÛ³Ý Ù»ç »é³Ý³í µ³½ÇÉÇÏÁ ·Ùµ»Ã³-

íáñÇ ÷áË³Ï»ñåí³Í Ñ³ÛïÝÇ ³é³çÇÝ Ñáõß³ñÓ³ÝÝ ¿ ¨

Ãí³·ñíáõÙ ¿ º ¹³ñáí: ºÏ»Õ»óáõ áñÙ»ñÇÝ »Õ»É »Ý å³ïÙ³-

Ï³Ý µ³ó³éÇÏ ³ñÅ»ù Ý»ñÏ³Û³óÝáÕ 971, 989, 990, 1006,

1008, 1018, 1036 ÃÃ. íÇÙ³·ñ»ñ: ¶Ùµ»ÃÁ ÷Éí»É ¿ 1912 Ã. ³Ù-

é³ÝÁ: 

1920 Ã.-Çó Ñ»ïá »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ ·ñ»Ã» ³ÙµáÕçáõÃÛ³Ùµ ³í»ñ-

í»É ¿, ÇëÏ »ñ»ë³å³ïÇ ù³ñ»ñÁ` Ûáõñ³óí»É áñå»ë ßÇÝ³-

ÝÛáõÃ: Ü»ñÏ³ÛáõÙë ÝÏ³ï»ÉÇ »Ý ëáëÏ áñÙ»ñÇ áñáß Ñ³ïí³Í-

Ý»ñÇ ÏÙ³Ëù³ó³Í ÙÝ³óáñ¹Ý»ñÁ:

î»ÏáñÇ ï³×³ñÁ Ñ³ñ³í-³ñ¨ÙáõïùÇó (Éáõë. Ñ»Õ.ª  ³ÝÑ³Ûï,
1900-³Ï³Ý  ÃÃ.) 

î³×³ñÇ ³í»ñ³ÏÝ»ñÁ (Éáõë.ª æ. ´áÉÉÇ, 1976 Ã.¤, ã³÷.ª Â. Âáñ³Ù³ÝÛ³ÝÇ
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The church of Tekor from the south-west (unknown photographer,
1900s); measurement by T. Toramanian
The church ruins (photo by J. Boll, 1976)

The remnants of Sourb Yerordutiun (Holy Trinity) Church,
which traces back to the 5th century, are situated at the southern
edge of Tekor (now: Digor) Village, Kars Region. 

It is the earliest known monument in Armenian church archi-
tecture manifesting the transformation of tri-nave basilicas into
domed ones. Its walls used to bear inscriptions of rare historical
value dating from 971, 989, 990, 1006, 1008, 1018, and 1036. 

The church dome tumbled down in the summer of 1912. The
monument itself was almost entirely destroyed after 1920, its
revetment stones being appropriated as building material. 

At present only the meagre remnants of certain wall sections
can be found in the church site.
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êµ. Â»á¹áñáë »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ ·ïÝíáõÙ ¿ñ Î³ñëÇ Ù³ñ½Ç ´³-
·³ñ³Ý (³ÛÅÙ` øÇÉÇÃÃ³ßÁ) ·ÛáõÕÇ Ñ³ñ³í³ÛÇÝ »½ñÇÝ:
²ËáõñÛ³Ý ·»ïÇ ³ç ³÷ÇÝ ï³ñ³ÍíáÕ µÝ³Ï³í³ÛñÁ, áñÁ
ÙÇÝã¨ 1920 Ã. ½áõï Ñ³Û³µÝ³Ï ¿ñ, ÑÇÙÝí»É ¿ ÙÇçÝ³¹³ñÛ³Ý
Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ Ù³Ûñ³ù³Õ³ùÝ»ñÇó Ù»ÏÇ` Ø»Í Ð³ÛùÇ ²Ûñ³-
ñ³ï Ý³Ñ³Ý·Ç ²ñß³ñáõÝÇù ·³í³éáõÙ ·ïÝíáÕ ´³·³ñ³ÝÇ
ï»ÕáõÙ:

Àëï Ñáõß³ñÓ³ÝÁ »ñÇ½áÕ ÙÇ³ïáÕ ÁÝ¹³ñÓ³Ï ³ñÓ³Ý³-
·ñáõÃÛ³Ý` êµ. Â»á¹áñáë »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ ÑÇÙÝ³¹ñ»É ¿ ÇßË³Ý
´áõï ²é³í»ÕÛ³ÝÁ, áñÇ Ù³ÑÇó Ñ»ïá ßÇÝ³ñ³ñ³Ï³Ý ³ßË³-
ï³ÝùÝ»ñÝ ³í³ñïÇÝ ¿ Ñ³ëóñ»É ÏÇÝÁ` ²ÝÝ³Ý:

ºÏ»Õ»óÇÝ ÑÇÙÝ³Ñ³ï³Ï ³í»ñí»É ¿ 1940-50-³Ï³Ý ÃÃ.,
ÇëÏ ù³ñ»ñÁ ·áñÍ³Íí»É »Ý Ùáï³Ï³ ½áñ³ÝáóÇ Ï³éáõóÙ³Ý
Ù»ç: 

´³·³ñ³Ý (³ÛÅÙ` øÇÉÇÃÃ³ßÁ) ·ÛáõÕÇ êµ. Â»á¹áñáë »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ (625-631
ÃÃ.) Ñ³ñ³íÇó (Éáõë.ª Â. Âáñ³Ù³ÝÛ³ÝÇ, 1900-³Ï³Ý ÃÃ.)

ÐÇÙÝ³Ñ³ï³Ï ³í»ñí³Í »Ï»Õ»óáõ ï»ÕÁ (Éáõë.ª ê. Î³ñ³å»ïÛ³ÝÇ,  2013
Ã.), ã³÷.ª Â. Âáñ³Ù³ÝÛ³ÝÇ
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St. Teodoros (Theodore) Church (625 to 631) of Bagaran Village from
the south (photo by T. Toramanian, 1900s); measurement by T.
Toramanian
The site of the annihilated church (photo by S. Karapetian, 2013)

St. Teodoros (Theodore) Church used to stand at the southern
edge of Bagaran (now: Kilittashe) Village located on the right
bank of the river Akhurian, Kars Region. The village, which was
established in the site of one of the medieval capitals of Armenia,
Bagaran (Arsharunik District, Ayrarat Province, Armenia Maior),
was purely Armenian-inhabited until 1920.

According to a single-line inscription running around the
church like a band, it was founded by Prince But Araveghian and
completed by his wife Anna after his death.

St. Teodoros was totally destroyed between the 1940s and
1950s, its stones being used in the construction of some barracks
in the neighbourhood.
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ì³Ý³Ï³Ý Ñ³Ù³ÉÇñÁ ·ïÝíáõÙ ¿ñ Î³ñëÇ Ù³ñ½Ç ²·ñ³Ï
(³ÛÅÙª ¸»ñÇÝÛá½) ·ÛáõÕÇ Ñ³ñ³í³ñ¨»ÉÛ³Ý ÏáÕÙáõÙ: 

´³ÕÏ³ó³Í ¿ñ º ¨ ¾ ¹³ñ»ñáí Ãí³·ñíáÕ »ñÏáõ »Ï»Õ»óÇ-
Ý»ñÇó:

ÐÇÙÝ³Ñ³ï³Ï ³í»ñí»É ¿ 1940-1950-³Ï³Ý ÃÃ., ÇëÏ ëñµ³-
ï³ß ù³ñ»ñÁ Ûáõñ³óí»É »Ý:

²·ñ³ÏÇ í³ÝùÁ  Ñ³ñ³í-³ñ¨ÙáõïùÇó (Éáõë. Ñ»Õ.ª  ³ÝÑ³Ûï, 1900-³Ï³Ý ÃÃ.)

ì³ÝùÁ ÑÇÙÝ³í»ñ (Éáõë.ª ê. Î³ñ³å»ïÛ³ÝÇ, 2014 Ã.), ã³÷.ª Â. Âáñ³Ù³ÝÛ³ÝÇ
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The monastery of Agrak from the south-west (unknown photogra-
pher, 1900s); measurement by T. Toramanian
The site of the annihilated monastery (photo by S. Karapetian, 2014)

The monastery of Agrak used to stand in the south-east of the
village of the same name (now: Derinyoz), Kars Region. 

It comprised two churches dating from the 5th and 7th cen-
turies.

The monastery was levelled to the ground between the 1940s
and 1950s, its finely-dressed stones being appropriated.
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ÊÍÏáÝùÇ í³ÝùÁ ·ïÝíáõÙ ¿ Î³ñëÇ Ù³ñ½Ç î»Ïáñ (³ÛÅÙª
¸Ç·áñ) ¨ ²·ñ³Ï (³ÛÅÙª ¸»ñÇÝÛá½) ·ÛáõÕ»ñÇ ÙÇç¨` î»Ïáñ
íï³ÏÇ Ó³Ë Óáñ³åéÝÏÇÝ: ì³Ý³Ï³Ý Ñ³Ù³ÉÇñÁ Ó¨³íáñí»É
¿ ¾-Ä² ¹³ñ»ñÇ ÁÝÃ³óùáõÙ: ´³ÕÏ³ó³Í ¿ñ 5 »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ»ñÇó`
êµ. Î³ñ³å»ï, êµ. ê³ñ·Çë, êµ. ²ëïí³Í³ÍÇÝ, êµ. êï»-
÷³Ýáë ¨ êµ. Èáõë³íáñÇã, áñÙÝ³÷³Ï Ë³ãù³ñ»ñÇó, ÇÝãå»ë
Ý³¨ ÙÇ ß³ñù ³ÛÉ Ï³éáõÛóÝ»ñÇó:

1920 Ã.-Çó Î³ñëÇ Ù³ñ½Ç Ýí³×áõÙáí í³ÝùÁ Ñ³ÛïÝíáõÙ
¿ ÂáõñùÇ³ÛÇ Ï³½ÙáõÙ: 1940-1950-³Ï³Ý ÃÃ. å³ÛÃ»óíáõÙ ¿
Ãáõñù³Ï³Ý µ³Ý³ÏÇ ÏáÕÙÇó: Ð³Ù³ï³ñ³Í ³í»ñíáõÙ »Ý
Ý³¨ Ñáõß³ñÓ³Ý³ËÙµÇ µáÉáñ ÙÝ³ó³Í Ï³éáõÛóÝ»ñÁ: ä»-
ï³Ï³Ý Íñ³·ñáí ¨ ËÝ³Ùùáí ÏáÍÏí³Í í³Ý¹³É³Ï³Ý ·áñ-
ÍáÕáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÇó ÙÇ³ÛÝ ï³ñÇÝ»ñ ³Ýó í³ÝùÇ »Õ»ñ³Ï³Ý
Ï³óáõÃÛ³Ý Ù³ëÇÝ ³é³çÇÝÝ ³Ñ³½³Ý·áõÙ ¿ Ä-Ø.
ÂÇ»ññÇÝ 1959 Ã.:

ÊÍÏáÝùÇ í³ÝùÝ ³ñ¨»ÉùÇó 1900-³Ï³Ý ÃÃ. (Éáõë. Ñ»Õ.` ³ÝÑ³Ûï¤

ì³ÝùÁ 1940-1950-³Ï³Ý ÃÃ. å³ÛÃ»óáõÙÝ»ñÇó Ñ»ïá (Éáõë.` ê. Î³ñ³å»ï-
Û³ÝÇ, 2011 Ã.)
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Khetzkonk Monastery from the east (unknown photographer, 1900s)
The site of the monastery after repeated acts of explosion between
the 1940s and 1950s (photo by S. Karapetian, 2011)

The ruins of Khetzkonk Monastery are situated on the edge of
a gorge lying on the left bank of the tributary Tekor, in an area
between Tekor (now: Digor) and Agrak (now: Derinyoz) Villages,
Kars Region.

A monument of the 7th to 11th centuries, it consisted of 5
churches, Sourb Karapet (Holy Forerunner), St. Sargis, Sourb
Astvatzatzin (Holy Virgin), St. Stepanos (Stephen), and Sourb
Lusavorich (Holy Enlightener), as well as several set-in-wall
cross-stones and a number of annexes.

With the occupation of the region of Kars in 1920, Khetzkonk
shifted into the possession of Turkey. Between the 1940s and
1950s, the monastic churches were exploded by Turkish military
forces, all the other buildings suffering serious destruction. It was
only in 1959, years after this vandalism, that J.-M. Thierry was
able to visit the monastery and document its tragic state. 
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´»ñ¹Ç ÙÝ³óáñ¹Ý»ñÁ ·ïÝíáõÙ »Ý Î³ñëÇ Ù³ñ½Ç Ñ³Ù³-
ÝáõÝ ù³Õ³ùÇó 53 ÏÙ ³ñ¨»Éù, ÇëÏ ²ÝÇÇó` 26 ÏÙ ÑÛáõëÇë-³ñ¨-
»Éù` Î³ñë ·»ïÇ ³ç ³÷Çó 300 Ù Ñ»éáõ` îÇ·ÝÇë (³ÛÅÙª Î³É-
Ï³ÝÏ³É») ·ÛáõÕÇó 0,4 ÏÙ Ñ³ñ³í-³ñ¨Ùáõïù: 

ÐÇÙÝ³¹ñí»É ¿ ³éÝí³½Ý Ù.Ã.³. ¶ Ñ³½³ñ³ÙÛ³ÏáõÙ, áñÇ
ÑÇÙù»ñÇ íñ³ ¿É Â ¹³ñáõÙ ´³·ñ³ïáõÝÛ³ó Ù³Ûñ³ù³Õ³ù º-
ñ³½·³íáñë-ÞÇñ³Ï³í³ÝÇ Ù³ïáõÛóÝ»ñÝ ³Ùñ³óÝ»Éáõ Ýå³-
ï³Ïáí  ÑÇÙÝáíÇÝ í»ñ³Ï³éáõóí»É ¿: àõÝ»ó»É ¿ ù³é³ÏáõëáõÝ
Ùáï Ñ³ï³Ï³·Íáí ¨ Ùáï 60 x 30 ³ñï³ùÇÝ ã³÷»ñáí »é³-
Ñ³ñÏ ÙÇçÝ³µ»ñ¹-¹ÕÛ³Ï:

1920-³Ï³Ý ÃÃ. Ç í»ñ` ï³ëÝ³ÙÛ³ÏÝ»ñ ß³ñáõÝ³Ï, Ãáõñ-
ù³Ï³Ý ÇßË³ÝáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÇ ÃáÕïíáõÃÛ³Ùµ µ»ñ¹³å³ñÇëå-
Ý»ñÁ Í³é³Û»É »Ý áñå»ë ëñµ³ï³ß ù³ñÇ å³ïñ³ëïÇ §Ñ³Ý-
ù³í³Ûñ¦: Þ³ñáõÝ³Ï ù³Ý¹»É, Ñ³÷ßï³Ï»É ¨ Çµñ¨ ßÇÝ³ÝÛáõÃ
Ûáõñ³óñ»É »Ý µ»ñ¹Ç ëñµ³ï³ß ù³ñ»ñÇ Ù»Í³·áõÛÝ Ù³ëÁ:

îÇ·ÝÇëÇ µ»ñ¹Á Ñ³ñ³í-³ñ¨»ÉùÇó (Éáõë.` Â. Âáñ³Ù³ÝÛ³ÝÇ, 1900-³Ï³Ý ÃÃ.)

îÇ·ÝÇëÇ µ»ñ¹Ç ÙÝ³óáñ¹Ý»ñÁ (Éáõë.` ê. Î³ñ³å»ïÛ³ÝÇ, 2006 Ã.)
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The castle of Tignis from the south-east (photo by T. Toramanian,
1900s)
The remnants of the castle (photo by S. Karapetian, 2006)

The remnants of the castle of Tignis are situated 0.4 km south-
west of the village of the same name (now: Kalkankale), within
300 metres of the right bank of the river Kars, 26 km north-east
of Ani, 53 km east of Kars City, Kars Region.

Founded at least in the 3rd millennium B.C., it was complete-
ly reconstructed in the 9th century for the purpose of fortifying
the approaches to Yerazgavors (Shirakavan), the capital of the
Bagratid Kingdom of Armenia. It had a three-floor citadel (exte-
rior dimensions: ca. 60 x 30 metres) almost resembling a square
in plan.

Since the 1920s, with the connivance of the Turkish authori-
ties, most of the finely-finished revetment stones of the castle
have been appropriated and used as building material.
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ÐáéáÙáëÇ í³Ý³Ï³Ý Ñ³Ù³ÉÇñÇ ³í»ñ³ÏÝ»ñÁ ·ïÝíáõÙ »Ý
Î³ñëÇ Ù³ñ½áõÙ` ²ÝÇÇó 5 ÏÙ ÑÛáõëÇë` ²ËáõñÛ³Ý ·»ïÇ Ã»-
ñ³ÏÕ½Ç³Ó¨ ³ç ³÷ÇÝ: 

´³ÕÏ³ó³Í ¿ñ ÙÇÙÛ³ÝóÇó ÷áùñ Ñ»é³íáñáõÃÛ³Ý íñ³
·ïÝíáÕ »ñÏáõ Ñáõß³ñÓ³Ý³ËÙµÇóª í»ñÇÝ ¨ Ý»ñùÇÝ: ÐÝ³-
·áõÛÝÁ Ý»ñùÇÝÝ ¿` Ï³½Ùí³Í êµ. ØÇÝ³ë (930-953), êµ.
¶¨áñ· (1013 Ã.-Çó Ñ»ïá) »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ»ñÇó, ²ßáï ¶ àÕáñÙ³Í
Ã³·³íáñÇ (953-977) ·»ñ»½Ù³ÝÇó ¨ ·ñ»Ã» ÏÇó ï³å³Ý³-
ïáõÝ-Ù³ïáõéÇó:

1970-³Ï³Ý ÃÃ. ÐáéáÙáëÇ í³ÝùáõÙ Çëå³é ³ÝÑ»ï³óí»É ¿
²ßáï ¶ àÕáñÙ³ÍÇ ·»ñ»½Ù³ÝÁ` µ³½Ù³ëïÇ×³Ý å³ïí³Ý-
¹³ÝÇÝ Ï³Ý·Ý»óí³Í ³ñÓ³Ý³·Çñ ï³å³Ý³ù³ñáí Ñ³Ý-
¹»ñÓ (´³·ñ³ïáõÝÛ³ó Ã³·³íáñÝ»ñÇ ¨ ÇßË³ÝÝ»ñÇ ï³å³-
Ý³ïáõÝ-Ù³ïáõéÝ»ñÁ ÝáõÛÝÇëÏ 1970 Ã. Éáõë³ÝÏ³ñÝ»ñáõÙ
¹»é¨ë Ï³Ý·áõÝ ¿ÇÝ): 

ÐáéáÙáëÇ í³ÝùÇ í»ñÇÝ Ñáõß³ñÓ³Ý³ËáõÙµÁ ÑÛáõëÇë-³ñ¨»ÉùÇó (Éáõë.
Ñ»Õ.` ³ÝÑ³Ûï, ÄÂ ¹³ñÇ í»ñç¤ 

ì»ñÇÝ Ñáõß³ñÓ³Ý³ËÙµÇ ³í»ñ³ÏÝ»ñÁ ¥Éáõë.` ê. Î³ñ³å»ïÛ³ÝÇ, 2008 Ã.)
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The upper monuments of Horomos Monastery from the north-east
(unknown photographer, late 19th century)
Their ruins (photo by S. Karapetian, 2008) 

The ruins of the monastic complex of Horomos are situated on
the right bank of the river Akhurian, on terrain resembling a
peninsula, 5 km north of Ani, Kars Region. 

It consisted of two clusters of monuments, upper and lower,
standing within a small distance of each other. The oldest of them
were the lower monuments comprising the churches of St. Minas
(930 to 953) and St. Gevorg (George, built after 1013) as well as
the grave of King Ashot Voghormatz (the Merciful) III (953 to
977), and a funerary chapel.

In the 1970s, the monastery was stripped of the grave of
Bagratid king Ashot the Merciful, which had an inscribed tomb-
stone rising on a stepped pedestal (the funerary chapel of Bagratid
kings and princes is seen as standing in photos of 1970). 
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´³·ñ³ïáõÝÛ³ó »ñµ»ÙÝÇ ù³Õ³ù³Ù³Ûñ ÞÇñ³Ï³í³ÝÇ
êµ. ²Ù»Ý³÷ñÏÇã Ï³ÃáÕÇÏ» »Ï»Õ»óáõ ÙÝ³óáñ¹Ý»ñÁ ·ïÝíáõÙ
»Ý Î³ñëÇ Ù³ñ½áõÙ` ²ËáõñÛ³Ý ·»ïÇ ³ç ³÷ÇÝ` ²ÝÇÇó 25 ÏÙ
ÑÛáõëÇë-³ñ¨»Éù` ÙÇÝã¨ 1920 Ã. Ñ³Û³µÝ³Ï ´³ß-Þáñ³·Û³É
(³ÛÅÙª â»ÃÇÝ¹áõñ³Ï) ·ÛáõÕáõÙ:

Î³éáõóí»É ¿ 897 Ã.: àñÙ»ñÇÝ íÏ³Ûí»É »Ý 1228 ¨ 1231 ÃÃ.
³ñÓ³Ý³·ñáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñ: àõÝ»ñ ·Ùµ»Ã³íáñ ¹³ÑÉÇ×Ç ÑáñÇÝ-
í³Íù ¨ 33,9 x 18,5 Ù ³ñï³ùÇÝ ã³÷»ñ: ºÏ»Õ»óÇÝ Ï³Ý·áõÝ ¿
»Õ»É ÙÇÝã¨ 1940-³Ï³Ý ÃÃ. í»ñç»ñÁ, áñÇó Ñ»ïá å³ÛÃ»óí»É ¿
Ãáõñù³Ï³Ý µ³Ý³ÏÇ ÏáÕÙÇó: êñµ³ï³ß ù³ñ»ñÁ Ûáõñ³óí»É
»Ý áñå»ë å³ïñ³ëïÇ ßÇÝ³ÝÛáõÃ: 

2006 Ã. »ñµ»ÙÝÇ Ù»Í³¹Çñ »Ï»Õ»óáõ ï»ÕáõÙ å³Ñå³Ýí»É
¿ÇÝ Ñ³ï³Ï³·ÇÍÁ ¹Åí³ñáõÃÛ³Ùµ áõñí³·ÍáÕ Ïñ³ß³Õ³ËÇ
ÏÙ³Ëù³ó³Í ÙÝ³óáñ¹Ý»ñÁ, ÇÝãå»ë Ý³¨ Ñ³ñ³í³ÏáÕÙÛ³Ý
áñÙÝ³ëÛáõÝ»ñÇÝ ¨ Ëáñ³ÝÇÝ Ñ³ñáÕ Ñáßáïí³Í Ñ³ïí³ÍÝ»ñÁ:

ÞÇñ³Ï³í³ÝÇ êµ. ²Ù»Ý³÷ñÏÇã »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ (Éáõë. Ñ»Õ.ª ³ÝÑ³Ûï, 1912 Ã.) 

ºÏ»Õ»óáõ ³í»ñ³ÏÝ»ñÁ (Éáõë.ª ê. Î³ñ³å»ïÛ³ÝÇ, 2006 Ã.¤, ã³÷.ª Ä-Ø.
ÂÇ»ññÇÇ ³ñËÇíÇó
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Sourb Amenaprkich (Holy Saviour) Church of Shirakavan (unknown
photographer, 1912); measurement from J.-M. Thierry’s collection
The church remnants (photo by S. Karapetian, 2006)

The remnants of Sourb Amenaprkich (Holy Saviour)
Cathedral (897) of Yerazgavors (Shirakavan), the capital of the
Bagratid Kingdom of Armenia, are situated in Bash-Shoragyal
(nowadays: Chetindurak) Village (Armenian-inhabited until
1920), on the right bank of the river Akhurian, 25 km north-east
of Ani, Kars Region.

It represented a domed hall of the following exterior dimen-
sions: 33.9 x 18.5 metres.

The cathedral was preserved standing until the 1940s, after
which it was exploded by the Turkish army, its finely-dressed
stones being appropriated as building material. 

As of 2006, the only vestiges of the cathedral were some mea-
gre pieces of mortar backfill and the remnants of its southern wall
with the pilasters.
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êµ. ÐáíÑ³ÝÝáõ í³ÝùÁ ·ïÝíáõÙ ¿ñ Î³ñÝá (¾ñ½ñáõÙ) Ý³-
Ñ³Ý·áõÙ` å³ïÙ³Ï³Ý ´³·³í³Ý, Ñ»ï³·³ÛáõÙ` àõãùÇÉÇë»
(³ÛÅÙ` Â³ßÃ»ù»ñ¤ ·ÛáõÕáõÙ` ²ñ³Í³ÝÇ ·»ïÇ Ó³Ë ³÷ÇÝ:

´³·³í³ÝáõÙ ¿ ³Ù÷á÷í»É ²ñï³ß»ë ²-Ç áñ¹ÇÝ` Ø³Å³Ý
ùñÙ³å»ïÁ, áñÇ »Õµ³ÛñÁ` îÇ·ñ³Ý ¥îÇñ³Ý¤ ²-Ý, Ñ»ï³·³-
ÛáõÙ ·»ñ»½Ù³ÝÇ íñ³ µ³·ÇÝ ¿ Ï³éáõó»É:

¸ ¹³ñÇ ëÏ½µÇÝ ¶ñÇ·áñ Èáõë³íáñÇãÝ ³í»ñ»É ¿ ³ÛÝ ¨
»Ï»Õ»óÇ ÑÇÙÝ»É:

631-639 ÃÃ. ÝáõÛÝ ï»ÕáõÙ Ù»Í³¹Çñ Ýáñ »Ï»Õ»óÇ ¿ Ï³éáõ-
ó»É ù³ÕÏ»¹áÝ³Ï³Ý áõëÙáõÝùÇ Ñ»ï¨áñ¹ º½ñ Ï³ÃáÕÇÏáëÁ:

Ä¾ ¹³ñÇ Ï»ë»ñÇó ³Ûëï»Õ ¿ñ ·ïÝíáõÙ ´³·ñ¨³Ý¹Ç (ì³-
Õ³ñß³Ï»ñïÇ) »åÇëÏáåáëáõÃÛáõÝÁ:

ÄÀ-ÄÂ ¹¹. í³ÝùáõÙ Ñ³ëï³ïí³Í Ñ³Û Ï³ÃáÕÇÏ» ÙÇ³-
µ³ÝáõÃÛáõÝÝ ³ÛÝ í»ñ³Í»É ¿ñ å³ßïå³Ý³Ï³Ý Ñ»Ý³Ï»ïÇ:

ì³ÝùÁ ÑÇÙÝ³Ñ³ï³Ï ù³Ý¹»É »Ý 1940-³Ï³Ý ÃÃ. í»ñç»-
ñÇÝ:

´³·³í³ÝÇ êµ. ÐáíÑ³ÝÝáõ í³ÝùÇ »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ Ñ³ñ³íÇó ¥Éáõë.ª Ð. úñµ»Éáõ,
1911 Ã.¤, ã³÷.` Â. Âáñ³Ù³ÝÛ³ÝÇ

êµ. ÐáíÑ³ÝÝáõ í³ÝùÇ ï»ÕÁ ¥Éáõë.ª ê. Î³ñ³å»ïÛ³ÝÇ, 2000 Ã.¤
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The church of St. Hovhan (John) Monastery of Bagavan from the
south (photo by H. Orbeli, 1911); measurement by T. Toramanian
The site of the totally annihilated monastery (photo by S. Karapetian,
2000)

St. Hovhan (John) Monastery used to stand in Bagavan (later
renamed Uchkilise, now: Tashteker) Village, on the left bank of
the river Aratzani, Karin (Erzrum Province).

It was founded in the early 4th century by St. Gregory the
Enlightener in the site of a temple built over the grave of pagan
chief priest Mazhan, Artashessid king Artashes I’s son, by his
brother Tigran (Tiran) I.

Between 631 and 639, Armenian Catholicos Yezr, who was an
adherent of the Chalcedonian faith, replaced the existing church
with a larger one.

In the mid-17th century, it grew into the seat of the bishopric
of Bagrevand (Vagharshakert).

Between the 18th and 19th centuries, the monastery had an
Armenian Catholic congregation (during this period, it also
served for defensive purposes).

St. Hovhan was totally levelled to the ground in the late 1940s.
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êµ. ¶¨áñ· í³ÝùÇ ÙÝ³óáñ¹Ý»ñÁ ·ïÝíáõÙ »Ý ì³ÝÇ Ý³-
Ñ³Ý·áõÙ` ì³Ý³ É×Ç ³Ù»Ý³ÁÝ¹³ñÓ³Ï` ÈÇÙ ÏÕ½áõ íñ³: 

ÐÇÙÝ³¹ñáõÙÝ ³í³Ý¹³µ³ñ í»ñ³·ñíáõÙ ¿ ¶ñÇ·áñ Èáõ-
ë³íáñãÇÝ, ë³Ï³ÛÝ ·ñ³íáñ ³é³çÇÝ íÏ³ÛáõÃÛáõÝÁ 884 Ã.-Çó
¿, »ñµ ¶ñÇ·áñ Ø³ßÏ¨áñÁ ï»ÕáõÙ Ñ»ÕÇÝ³ÏáõÙ ¿ Ó»é³·Çñ
²í»ï³ñ³Ý:

1235, 1288 ¨ 1301 ÃÃ. í³ÝùáõÙ ëï»ÕÍí³Í Ó»é³·ñ»ñáõÙ
ÑÇß³ï³ÏáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñ Ï³Ý ï»ÕáõÙ ·áÛáõÃÛáõÝ áõÝ»ó³Í êµ.
ºÑÝ³, êµ. Üß³Ý, êµ. ²ëïí³Í³ÍÇÝ, êµ. Î³ñ³å»ï ¨ êµ.
¶¨áñ· »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ»ñÇ Ù³ëÇÝ: 

ÐÇÙÝáíÇÝ í»ñ³Ï³éáõóí»É ¿ 1305 Ã.:
ì³ÝùÁ å³ÛÃ»óí»É ¿ 1950-1960-³Ï³Ý ÃÃ.:
2004 Ã. ¹ñáõÃÛ³Ùµ ËÇëï ù³Ûù³Ûí³Í, ë³Ï³ÛÝ ¹»é¨ë

Ï³Ý·áõÝ ¿ñ ÙÇ³ÛÝ ·³íÇÃÁ:

ÈÇÙ ³Ý³å³ïÁ Ï³Ù  êµ. ¶¨áñ· í³ÝùÁ Ñ³ñ³í-³ñ¨ÙáõïùÇó ¥Éáõë.` Ð. Ø³-
Õ³ùÛ³ÝÇ, 1910 Ã.¤

ì³ÝùÇ ÙÝ³óáñ¹Ý»ñÁ å³ÛÃ»óáõÙÇó Ñ»ïá ¥Éáõë.` ê. Î³ñ³å»ïÛ³ÝÇ, 2004
Ã.¤, ã³÷.ª ä. ÎáõÝ»áÛÇ
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Lim (St. Gevorg) Monastery from the south-west (photo by H.
Maghakian, 1910); measurement by P. Cuneo
The ruins of the monastery after its explosion (photo by S.
Karapetian, 2004)

The ruins of St. Gevorg (George) Monastery are situated on
the largest of the islands of Lake Van, Lim, Van Province. 

Its foundation is traditionally ascribed to St. Gregory the
Enlightener, although the earliest written record mentioning it
dates from 884, when Grigor Mashkevor wrote a Gospel in the
monastery. Other manuscripts written there in 1235, 1288, and
1301 mention the monastic churches of St. Yehna, Sourb Nshan
(Holy Sign), Sourb Astvatzatzin (Holy Virgin), Sourb Karapet
(Holy Forerunner), and St. Gevorg.

In 1305 the monastery underwent thorough reconstruction.
St. Gevorg was exploded between the 1950s and 1960s: since

then only its narthex has survived standing, although consider-
ably damaged.
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ì³ñ³· í³ÝùÁ ·ïÝíáõÙ ¿ñ ì³ÝÇ Ý³Ñ³Ý·Ç Ñ³Ù³ÝáõÝ
ù³Õ³ùÇó 5 ÏÙ ³ñ¨»Éù` Þáõß³Ýó (³ÛÅÙª Î»í»ÝÉÇ) ·ÛáõÕÇó 0,5
ÏÙ ÑÛáõëÇë: 

ÐÇÙÝí»É ¿ ³éÝí³½Ý ¾ ¹³ñáõÙ ¥Ñ³Ù³ÉÇñÇ »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ»ñÇó
Ù»ÏÝ ²í³Ý-ÐéÇ÷ëÇÙ»³ïÇå ¿): ´³½ÙÇóë Ýáñá·í»É ¿, ÇëÏ
1648 Ã. »ñÏñ³ß³ñÅÇó Ñ»ïá ¨ Ñ³ïÏ³å»ë 1779 Ã.ª ÑÇÙÝáíÇÝ
í»ñ³Ï³éáõóí»É:

ä³Ñå³Ýí»É ¿ Ñ³Ù³ÉÇñÇ å³ßï³ÙáõÝù³ÛÇÝ Ï³éáõÛóÝ»-
ñÇ ÙÇ³ÛÝ ÙÇ Ù³ëÁ:

ì³ñ³· í³ÝùÁ ÑÛáõëÇë-³ñ¨ÙáõïùÇó  ¥Éáõë.` ì³ñ¹³Ý Ð³ÙµÇÏÛ³ÝÇ, 1910-
³Ï³Ý ÃÃ.¤ ¨ ÙÝ³óáñ¹Ý»ñÁ ¥Éáõë.ª ê. Î³ñ³å»ïÛ³ÝÇ, 2005 Ã.¤, ã³÷.ª ².
Ð³ÏáµÛ³ÝÇ, 2011 Ã.
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Varag Monastery from the north-west (photo by Vardan Hambikian,
1910s); measurement by A. Hakobian, 2011 
The remnants of the monastery (photo by S. Karapetian, 2005)

Varag Monastery is situated 0.5 km north of Shushants (now:
Kevenli) Village, 5 km east of Van City, Van Province. 

Founded not later than the 7th century (one of its churches
belongs to the Avan-Hripsime type), it repeatedly underwent
overhaul. After the earthquake of 1648, and in 1779, it underwent
complete reconstruction.

At present only part of the religious monuments of the
monastery are preserved.
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êµ. ¶ñÇ·áñ í³ÝùÇ ÙÝ³óáñ¹Ý»ñÁ ·ïÝíáõÙ »Ý ì³ÝÇ Ý³-
Ñ³Ý·Ç Ñ³Ù³ÝáõÝ ù³Õ³ùÇó 10 ÏÙ ³ñ¨»Éù` ÎáÕµ³Ýó ·ÛáõÕ³-
ï»ÕÇÇó 1 ÏÙ ³ñ¨Ùáõïù` ÑÛáõëÇëÇó ì³ñ³· É»é³Ý Ù»ç
ÙËñ×í³Í Ëáñ ÓáñÇ Ù»ç:

Àëï ³í³Ý¹áõÃÛ³Ý` í³ÝùÁ ÑÇÙÝ³¹ñ»É ¿ ¶ñÇ·áñ Èáõë³-
íáñÇãÁ ¥302-325¤, ÇëÏ í»ñ³Ï³éáõó»É` Ü»ñë»ë Ï³ÃáÕÇÏáëÁ
¥353-373¤:

¶ñ³íáñ ³é³çÇÝ ÑÇß³ï³ÏáõÃÛáõÝÁ 1037 Ã.-Çó ¿:
´³ÕÏ³ó³Í ¿ »Õ»É ·Ùµ»Ã³íáñ ½áõÛ· »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ»ñÇó, ùÇã

Ñ»éáõ ·ïÝíáÕ Ù³ïáõéÇó, ûÅ³Ý¹³Ï Ï³éáõÛóÝ»ñÇó, ßñç³-
å³ñëåÇó ¨ ·»ñ»½Ù³ÝáóÇó:

ì³ÝùÁ å³ÛÃ»óáõÙÝ»ñáí ³í»ñí»É ¿ 1950-1960-³Ï³Ý ÃÃ.,
áñÇó Ñ»ïá áñå»ë ßÇÝ³ÝÛáõÃ Ñ³÷ßï³Ïí»É ¨ Ûáõñ³óí»É »Ý
³í»ñí³Í Ï³éáõÛóÝ»ñÇ ù³ñ»ñÁ:

ê³ÉÝ³å³ïÇ êµ. ¶ñÇ·áñ í³ÝùÁ Ñ³ñ³í-³ñ¨ÙáõïùÇó ¥Éáõë.ª ì. ´³Ñ-
Ù³ÝÇ, 1911 Ã.¤

ì³ÝùÇ ÙÝ³óáñ¹Ý»ñÁ ¥Éáõë.ª ê. Î³ñ³å»ïÛ³ÝÇ, 2005 Ã.¤, ã³÷.ª ì. ´³Ñ-
Ù³ÝÇ, 1911 Ã.
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St. Grigor (Gregory) Monastery of Salnapat from the south-west
(photo by W. Bahmann, 1911); measurement by W. Bahmann, 1911
The remnants of the monastery (photo by S. Karapetian, 2005)

St. Grigor (Gregory) Monastery of Salnapat used to be locat-
ed in a deep gorge north of Mount Varag, a kilometre west of
Koghbants Village (now: Sarmach Village Site), 10 km east of
Van City, Van Province. 

It is traditionally considered to have been founded by St.
Gregory the Enlightener (302 to 325) and rebuilt by Catholicos
Nerses (353 to 373).

The earliest written record mentioning the monastery dates
from 1037.

It consisted of two domed churches, a chapel standing not
very far from them, some annexes, and a cemetery, all of them
enclosed within ramparts.

The monastery was blown up between the 1950s and 1960s,
the stones of its ruined buildings being appropriated as building
material.
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êµ. Î³ñ³å»ï í³ÝùÁ ·ïÝíáõÙ ¿ñ ´³Õ»ßÇ (´ÇÃÉÇë) Ý³-
Ñ³Ý·Ç Øáõß ù³Õ³ùÇó 36 ÏÙ ÑÛáõëÇë-³ñ¨Ùáõïù` ø³ñù» É»-
é³Ý ëïáñáïáõÙ:

ÐÇÙÝí»É ¿ ¸ ¹³ñÇ ëÏ½µÇÝ áãÝã³óí³Í ÑÇÝ Ñ³ÛÏ³Ï³Ý
ï³×³ñÇ ï»ÕáõÙ: ¸³ñ»ñ ß³ñáõÝ³Ï ²ñ¨ÙïÛ³Ý Ð³Û³ëï³-
ÝÇ ³Ù»ÝÇó Ñ³ÛïÝÇ ëñµ³í³ÛñÝ ¿ñ:

´³½ÙÇóë ³í»ñí»É ¨ í»ñ³ßÇÝí»É ¿: ÐÇÙÝáíÇÝ í»ñ³Ï³-
éáõóÙ³Ý ³é³í»É Ýß³Ý³Ï³ÉÇ ³ßË³ï³ÝùÝ»ñ »Ý Çñ³Ï³-
Ý³óí»É Ä¼ ¹³ñáõÙ ¨ 1788 Ã. ¥Ý³Ëáñ¹Çí ïáõÅ»É ¿ñ 1784 Ã.
»ñÏñ³ß³ñÅÇó¤:

²Ýó³Í ï³ëÝ³ÙÛ³ÏÝ»ñÇ ÁÝÃ³óùáõÙ ·ñ»Ã» ³ÙµáÕçáíÇÝ
ù³Ý¹í»É ¿ Ñ»Ýó í³ÝùÇ ï³ñ³ÍùáõÙ µÝ³ÏáõÃÛáõÝ Ñ³ëï³-
ï³Í ¨ â»Ý·ÇÉÇ ·ÛáõÕÁ ÑÇÙÝ³Í ùñ¹»ñÇ ÏáÕÙÇó:

Øßá êµ. Î³ñ³å»ï ¥ÆÝÝ³ÏÝÛ³Ý, ¶É³Ï³í³Ýù¤ í³ÝùÁ Ñ³ñ³í-³ñ¨Ùáõï-
ùÇó ¥Éáõë.ª ì. Ð³ÙµÇÏÛ³ÝÇ, 1910-³Ï³Ý ÃÃ. ëÏÇ½µ¤, ã³÷.` Ä-Ø. ÂÇ»ññÇÇ

Ðáßáïí³Í í³ÝùÇ ÙÝ³óáñ¹Ý»ñÁ Ñ³ñ³í-³ñ¨ÙáõïùÇó ¥Éáõë.ª ê. Î³ñ³-
å»ïÛ³ÝÇ, 2006 Ã.¤
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Sourb Karapet (Holy Forerunner, Innaknian, Glakavank) Monastery of
Mush from the south-west (photo by V. Hambikian, early 1910s);
measurement by J.-M. Thierry
The remnants of the annihilated monastery from the south-west
(photo by S. Karapetian, 2006)

Sourb Karapet (Holy Forerunner, Innaknian, Glakavank)
Monastery used to rise at the foot of Mount Karke, 36 km north-
west of Mush City, Baghesh (Bitlis) Province.

Founded in the early 4th century in the site of a pagan tem-
ple, it was the most renowned spiritual centre in Western
Armenia throughout many centuries. 

The monastery repeatedly suffered destruction and under-
went renovation: major acts of complete reconstruction were
carried out particularly in the 16th century and after a 1784
earthquake, in 1788.

In past decades, Sourb Karapet has been almost totally anni-
hilated by the Kurdish inhabitants of Chengili, a village estab-
lished right in the site of the monastery.
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ì³ÝùÇ ³í»ñ³ÏÝ»ñÁ ·ïÝíáõÙ »Ý ´³Õ»ßÇ (´ÇÃÉÇë) Ý³-
Ñ³Ý·Ç Øáõß ù³Õ³ùÇó 5 ÏÙ Ñ³ñ³í-³ñ¨»Éùª Ù»ñÓ³Ï³ ²ñ³ù
(³ÛÅÙ` ø»÷»Ý»ù) ·ÛáõÕÇó 2,8 ÏÙ Ñ³ñ³í-³ñ¨Ùáõïù` îÇñÇÝ-
Ï³ï³ñ É»é³Ý É³ÝçÇÝ: Ð³ÛïÝÇ ¿ Ý³¨ îÇñÇÝÏ³ï³ñÇ,
Â³ñ·Ù³Ýã³ó ¨ êµ. Ô³½³ñ ³ÝáõÝÝ»ñáí:

Àëï ³í³Ý¹áõÃÛ³Ý` ÑÇÙÝ³¹ñ»É ¿ ¶. Èáõë³íáñÇãÁ ÐéáÙÇó
µ»ñí³Í ¨ ³Ûëï»Õ ³Ù÷á÷í³Í ³é³ùÛ³ÉÝ»ñÇ Ù³ëáõÝùÝ»ñÇ
íñ³:

ì³ÝùÁ µ³ÕÏ³ó³Í ¿ »Õ»É ÙÇÙÛ³Ýó ÏÇó ½áõÛ· »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ»-
ñÇó, ·³íÃÇó, ½³Ý·³Ï³ïÝÇó ¨ ßñç³å³ñëåÇ Ý»ñùá ûÅ³Ý-
¹³Ï Ï³éáõÛóÝ»ñÇó, ÇëÏ ³ñ¨»ÉÛ³Ý ÏáÕÙáõÙ` Ù»ÏáõëÇ ¹Çñùáí
·Ùµ»Ã³íáñ êµ. ²ëïí³Í³ÍÇÝ »Ï»Õ»óáõó: 

Üáñá·í»É ¿ 1125 ¨ 1614 ÃÃ.: 1663 Ã. í»ñ³Ï³éáõóí»É ¿
·ÉË³íáñ »Ï»Õ»óáõ ·Ùµ»ÃÁ:

Ü»ñÏ³ÛáõÙë í³ÝùÇó å³Ñå³Ýí»É »Ý »ñÏáõ »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ»ñÇ
ÙÝ³óáñ¹Ý»ñÁ:

Øßá êµ. ²é³ù»Éáó í³ÝùÝ ³ñ¨»ÉùÇó ¥Éáõë. Ñ»Õ.ª ³ÝÑ³Ûï, 1900-³Ï³Ý ÃÃ.¤,
ã³÷.` Ä-Ø. ÂÇ»ññÇÇ

ì³ÝùÇ ³í»ñ³ÏÝ»ñÝ ³ñ¨»ÉùÇó ¥Éáõë.ª ê. Î³ñ³å»ïÛ³ÝÇ, 2006 Ã.¤
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Sourb Arakelots (Holy Apostles’) Monastery of Mush from the east
(unknown photographer, 1900s); measurement by J.-M. Thierry
The ruins of the monastery from the east (photo by S. Karapetian,
2006)

The ruins of Sourb Arakelots (Holy Apostles’) Monastery are
preserved on one of the slopes of Mount Tirinkatar, 2.8 km south-
west of the adjacent village of Arak (now: Kepenek), 5 km south-
east of Mush City, Baghesh (Bitlis) Province.

As legend has it, the monastery was founded by St. Gregory
the Enlightener over the relics of some apostles brought from
Rome. It was also known by the names Tirinkatar, Targmanchats
(Translators’) and St. Ghazar (Lazarus).

Sourb Arakelots consisted of three churches (two of them
close to one another), a narthex, a belfry and some annexes. All
of them were within an enclosure, except the domed church of
Sourb Astvatzatzin (Holy Virgin), which stood to the east, isolat-
ed from the other monastic monuments. 

In 1125 and 1614 Sourb Arakelots underwent overhaul. In
1663 the dome of its main church was rebuilt.

At present only the remnants of two monastic churches are
preserved.
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²ñ³µÏÇñÁ ·ïÝíáõÙ ¿ öáùñ Ð³ÛùáõÙ` ²ÏÝÇó 24 ÏÙ Ñ³ñ³í, ÇëÏ Ø³É³ÃÇ³ÛÇó` 79
ÏÙ ÑÛáõëÇë-³ñ¨»Éù: ø³Õ³ùáõÙ Ñ³Û»ñÝ áõÝ»ó»É »Ý Ã³Õ³Ï³Ý 4 »Ï»Õ»óÇ, áñáÝó
ÃíáõÙ` êµ. ²ëïí³Í³ÍÇÝ Ù³Ûñ »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ:

ÄÂ-Æ ¹³ñ»ñáõÙ ³ÛÝ µ³½ÙÇóë Ýáñá·í»É Ï³Ù í»ñ³Ï³éáõóí»É ¿: ì»ñçÇÝ ³Ý·³Ù
¹ñ³ Ï³ñÇùÁ ½·³óí»É ¿ Ð³ÙÇ¹Û³Ý ç³ñ¹»ñÇ Å³Ù³Ý³Ï Ñ³ëóí³Í íÝ³ëÝ»ñÇ å³ï-
×³éáí:

1904 Ã. ³í³ñïíáõÙ ¿ ÑÇÝ »Ï»Õ»óáõ ï»ÕáõÙ ÝáñÇ Ï³éáõóáõÙÁ:
1924 Ã. ÑáõÝí³ñÇ ¹ñáõÃÛ³Ùµ §ï»ÕõáÛÝ ê. ²ëïáõ³Í³ÍÇÝ »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ µ³ó ÏÁ ÙÝ³Û

ÅáÕáíáõñ¹ÇÝ å³ßï³ÙáõÝùÇÝ Ñ³Ù³ñ »õ áõÝÇ Çñ»Ý Û³ïáõÏ å¿ïù »Õ³Í ³ÝûÃÝ»ñÁ¦:
ÜáõÛÝ Ãí³Ï³ÝÇ ³åñÇÉÇÝ ÑÇßíáõÙ ¿ Ý³¨ »Ï»Õ»óáõÝ ÏÇó ·áñÍáÕ ¹åñáóÁ:

1925 Ã. ³ñ³µÏÇñóÇ Ñ³Û»ñÇ Ù»Í Ù³ëÇ` ù³Õ³ùÇó Ñ»é³Ý³Éáõ å³ï×³éáí
¥Ýñ³Ýù ÑÇÙÝáõÙ »Ý ºñ¨³ÝÇ Üáñ ²ñ³µÏÇñ Ã³Õ³Ù³ëÁ¤ ÷áùñ³ÃÇí ÙÝ³óáÕÝ»ñÁ,
ë³Ï³ÛÝ, Ç ½áñáõ ã»Ý ÉÇÝáõÙ ¹ÇÙ³Ï³Û»Éáõ ÇßË³ÝáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÇ` »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ ù³Ý¹»Éáõ
1950-³Ï³Ý ÃÃ. Ï³Û³óñ³Í áñáßÙ³ÝÁ:

öñÏí»É ¿ ÙÇ³ÛÝ »Ï»Õ»óáõ ¹áõéÁ, áñÁ ï»Õ³óÇÝ»ñÇ ç³Ýù»ñáí ÷áË³¹ñí»É ¿
äáÉÇë:

²ñ³µÏÇñÇ êµ. ²ëïí³Í³ÍÇÝ Ù³Ûñ »Ï»-
Õ»óÇÝ Ñ³ñ³í-³ñ¨ÙáõïùÇó ¥Éáõë. Ñ»Õ.ª
³ÝÑ³Ûï, 1904 Ã.¤

ºÏ»Õ»ó³ï»ÕÇÝ 2007 Ã. ¥Éáõë.ª ê. Î³ñ³-
å»ïÛ³ÝÇ¤
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Sourb Astvatzatzin (Holy Virgin), the main
church of Arabkir, from the south-west
(unknown photographer, 1904)
The site of the annihilated church (photo by S.
Karapetian, 2007)

Arabkir, the capital of the district of the same name in Armenia Minor (Pokr
Hayk), is situated 24 km south of Akn and 79 km north-east of Malatia. The local
Armenians had churches in all of their 4 quarters, including Sourb Astvatzatzin (Holy
Virgin), the main church of the city.

The original building of the church repeatedly underwent overhaul and recon-
struction between the 19th and 20th centuries. For the last time, it was repaired after
the massacres of Armenians perpetrated by Sultan Hamid, during which it had suf-
fered considerable damage. In 1904 the old church building was replaced by a newly-
erected one.

As of January 1924, Sourb Astvatzatzin still functioned (in April of the same year,
mention is made of its school).

In the 1950s, the Turkish authorities of Arabkir decided to have the church pulled
down. Prior to this, in 1925 most of the Armenians had abandoned the city (they had
moved to Yerevan, Republic of Armenia, where they founded New Arabkir Quarter)
and those staying there were too small in number to be able to resist them. 

The church door, which escaped destruction, was moved to Constantinople
through the efforts of the local Armenians.
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êµ. ²ëïí³Í³ÍÇÝ í³ÝùÇ ÙÝ³óáñ¹Ý»ñÁ ·ïÝíáõÙ »Ý Î³ñÝá (¾ñ½-
ñáõÙ) Ý³Ñ³Ý·Ç ´³ë»Ý ·³í³éÇ ²ÏëÇ·áÙë ¥Ý³¨ª êáõñµ úÑ³Ý, ³ÛÅÙª
¸»ÙÇñ¹Ûáí»Ý¤ ·ÛáõÕÇó 1,3 ÏÙ Ñ³ñ³í-³ñ¨Ùáõïù` ·³í³é³ÝÇëï Ð³-
ë³ÝÏ³É» ¥³ÛÅÙª ö³ëÇÝÉ»ñ¤ ù³Õ³ùÇó 6 ÏÙ ÑÛáõëÇë-³ñ¨»Éù:

ÐÇßíáõÙ ¿ Ý³¨ Ø³·ÇëïñáëÇ, îÇñ³Ùáñ, ÚáÃÝ ìÇñ³ó, ÌÇñ³ÝÛ³ó ³-
ÝáõÝÝ»ñáí:

Î³éáõóí»É ¿ Ä² ¹³ñáõÙ: ºÕ»É ¿ ·ñãûç³Ë: Ð³ÛïÝÇ »Ý 1455 ¨ 1654
ÃÃ. í³ÝùáõÙ ëï»ÕÍí³Í Ó»é³·ñ»ñÁ: ´³ÕÏ³ó³Í ¿ñ ëñ³Í³Ûñ í»Õ³ñáí
³í³ñïíáÕ Ï»ÝïñáÝ³·Ùµ»Ã »Ï»Õ»óáõó, ³ñ¨ÙáõïùÇó ÏÇó Ñ³ñÃ ï³-
ÝÇùáí ·³íÃÇó, ù³é³ÝÏÛáõÝ ßñç³å³ñëåÇÝ Ý»ñùáõëï Ïóí³Í µÝ³Ï»ÉÇ
¨ ïÝï»ë³Ï³Ý Ýß³Ý³ÏáõÃÛ³Ý ûÅ³Ý¹³Ï µ³½Ù³ÃÇí ßÇÝáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÇó ¨
·»ñ»½Ù³ÝáóÇó: ¶ñ»Ã» ³ÙµáÕç³å»ë ³í»ñí»É ¿ Æ ¹³ñÇ Ï»ë»ñÇÝ: 

Ü»ñÏ³ÛáõÙë »ñµ»ÙÝÇ í³ÝùÇó å³Ñå³Ýí»É »Ý ÙÇ³ÛÝ ·³íÃÇ áñÙ»ñÇ
ÙÝ³óáñ¹Ý»ñÁ: ø³Ý¹í³Í ßÇÝáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÇ ù³ñ»ñÁ ¥Ñ³ïÏ³å»ë ëñµ³-
ï³ßÝ»ñÁ¤ Ñ³÷ßï³Ïí»É »Ý áñå»ë ßÇÝ³ÝÛáõÃ ¨ Ñ»é³óí»É ÑÝ³í³ÛñÇó:

êµ. ²ëïí³Í³ÍÇÝ í³ÝùÁ Ñ³ñ³í-³ñ¨ÙáõïùÇó ¥Éáõë. Ñ»Õ.ª
³ÝÑ³Ûï, 1900-³Ï³Ý ÃÃ.¤

ì³ÝùÇ ÙÝ³óáñ¹Ý»ñÁ ¥Éáõë.` Ä-Ø. ÂÇ»ññÇÇ, 1988 Ã.¤
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Sourb Astvatzatzin (Holy Virgin) Monastery from
the south-west (unknown photographer, 1900s)
The remnants of the monastery (photo by J.-M.
Thierry, 1988)

The remnants of Sourb Astvatzatzin (Holy Virgin) Monastery (also known
by the names of Magistros, Tiramor, Yotn Virats and Tziranyats) are situated
1.3 km south-west of Aksigoms (also called Sourb Ohan, now: Demirdyoven)
Village, 6 km north-east of Hasankale (now: Pasinler) City, the capital of
Basen District, Karin (Erzrum) Province.

Built in the 11th century, the monastery consisted of a central-domed
church surmounted by a pointed spire, a narthex of a flat roof adjoining it
from the west, as well as numerous annexes and a cemetery, all of them with-
in a quadrangular enclosure.

The monastery was also known as a scriptorium, two of the manuscripts
written there dating from 1455 and 1654.

Sourb Astvatzatzin was almost totally destroyed in the mid-20th century.
At present only some remnants of its narthex walls are preserved. The stones
of the ruined monastic buildings, particularly the finely-dressed ones, have
been carried away from the site and appropriated as building material.
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Ê³ãù³ñ»ñ ´³Õ»ßÇ (´ÇÃÉÇë) Ý³Ñ³Ý·Ç Øßá êµ. ²é³ù»Éáó í³ÝùÇ
·»ñ»½Ù³Ýáó-å³ÝÃ»áÝáõÙ ¥Éáõë. Ñ»Õ.ª ³ÝÑ³Ûï, 1900-1910-³Ï³Ý ÃÃ., ê.
î»ñ-²í»ïÇëÛ³ÝÇ ¹Çí³Ý¤

¸³íÇÃ ²ÝÑ³ÕÃÇ Ë³ãù³ñÇó ¥1144 Ã.¤ ÙÝ³ó³Í µ»ÏáñÝ»ñÁ ¥Éáõë.` ê.
Î³ñ³å»ïÛ³ÝÇ, 2006 Ã.¤
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Cross-stones in the pantheon of Sourb Arakelots (Holy Apostles’)
Monastery of Mush, Baghesh (Bitlis) Province ¥unknown photogra-
pher, 1900s to 1910s, S. Ter-Avetissian’s collection¤
Fragments of the cross-stone dedicated to philosopher Davit
Anhaght (David the Invincible): photo by S. Karapetian, 2006
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´³·ñ³ïáõÝÛ³ó Ã³·³íáñáõÃÛ³Ý Ù³Ûñ³ù³Õ³ù (961-1045
ÃÃ.) ²ÝÇÇ (Î³ñëÇ Ù³ñ½) ½ÇÝ³Ýß³ÝÁ ·ïÝíáõÙ ¿ êÙµ³ïÛ³Ý
å³ñÇëåÝ»ñÇó µ³óí³Í ²í³· ÙáõïùÇ ×³Ï³ïÇÝ: ä³Ñå³Ý-
í³Í µ³½Ù³ÃÇí ÑÇÝ Éáõë³ÝÏ³ñÝ»ñÁ, ³Ýßáõßï, ÙÇ³Ý·³Ù³ÛÝ
µ³í³ñ³ñ ÑÝ³ñ³íáñáõÃÛáõÝ ¿ÇÝ ÁÝÓ»éáõÙ ³ÛÝ Ý³ËÝ³Ï³Ý
ï»ëùáí í»ñ³Ï³Ý·Ý»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ, ÙÇÝã¹»é, ÇÝãå»ë ï»ëÝáõÙ
»Ýù Å³Ù³Ý³Ï³ÏÇó Éáõë³ÝÏ³ñÇó, 1990-³Ï³Ý ÃÃ. í»ñç»ñÇÝ
ï»ÕÇ ¿ áõÝ»ó»É ÙÇïáõÙÝ³íáñ ³Õ³í³ÕáõÙ: Ø³ëÝ³íáñ³å»ë
³ÏÝÑ³Ûï ¿, áñ §í»ñ³Ï³Ý·ÝáÕÝ»ñÝ¦ ³é³çÝáñ¹í»É »Ý áã Ã»
·Çï³Ï³Ý í»ñ³Ï³Ý·ÝÙ³Ý ã³÷³ÝÇßÝ»ñáí, ³ÛÉ Ñ»ï³åÝ¹»É
»Ý Ñ³ÛÏ³Ï³ÝáõÃÛáõÝÁ Ù³ïÝáÕ Ýß³ÝÝ»ñÇó ³½³ïí»Éáõ ¨ Ûáõ-
ñ³óÝ»Éáõ Ýå³ï³Ï: ²ñ¹ÛáõÝùáõÙ, µ³óÇ Ñáí³½Ç µ³ñÓñ³ù³Ý-
¹³ÏÁ »ñÇ½áÕ ßñç³Ý³ÏÇ å³ñ½»óáõÙÇó, ãÇ í»ñ³Ï³Ý·Ýí»É
Ý³¨ Ýñ³ÝÇó í»ñ ³éÏ³ Ë³ãÁ, áñÁ ïíÛ³É ¹»åùáõÙ ù³Õ³ùÇ
å³Ñ³å³Ý ËáñÑñ¹³ÝÇßÝ ¿ñ (Ñáí³½Ç µ³ñÓñ³ù³Ý¹³ÏÇó
ó³Í ÙÝ³ó»É »Ý ³ñ¹»Ý ·áÛáõÃÛáõÝ ãáõÝ»óáÕ Ë³ãÇ å³ïí³Ý-
¹³ÝÇ »ñ»ù ë¨ ù³ñ»ñÁ):

²ÝÇÇ ½ÇÝ³Ýß³ÝÁ 1900-³Ï³Ý ÃÃ. (Éáõë. Ñ»Õ.` ³ÝÑ³Ûï) ¨ §í»ñ³Ï³Ý·Ýáõ-
ÙÇó¦ Ñ»ïá (Éáõë. ¨ ·ñã.` ê. Î³ñ³å»ïÛ³ÝÇ, 2014 Ã.)
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The emblem of Ani before (unknown photographer, 1900s) and after
its “restoration” (photo and tracing by S. Karapetian, 2014)

The emblem of Ani, the capital of the Bagratid Kingdom (961
to 1045) of Armenia (Kars Region), was engraved on the
Principal Gate (Avag Dur in Armenian) of the city opening from
Smbat’s Ramparts. It represented a panther relief within a frame,
with a cross above it, the symbolic protector of the city.  

During the restoration of the walls of Ani, carried out in the
late 1990s, the emblem was deliberately distorted, whereas in
fact, it could have been properly restored on the basis of the avail-
able archive photos. Its so-called restorers actually had the aim of
obliterating its Armenian features: thus, the frame enclosing the
panther relief was simplified into a rectangle, while the cross
above it was not restored at all, the remnants of its pedestal, three
black stones beneath the panther relief, betraying its former exis-
tence.



Ð³Û ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Ý Çñ µ³½Ù³¹³ñÛ³Ý å³ïÙáõÃÛ³Ý
ÁÝÃ³óùáõÙ Ï»ñï»É ¿ Ùß³ÏáõÛÃÇ ï³ñ³µÝáõÛÃ ¨ Ù»Í³-
ù³Ý³Ï ÏáÃáÕÝ»ñ, áñáÝó ÑÇÙÝ³Ï³Ý Ù³ëÁ ·ïÝíáõÙ ¿
Ñ³Û»ñÇ å³ïÙ³Ï³Ý µÝûññ³ÝÇ` Ð³ÛÏ³Ï³Ý µ³ñÓñ³-
í³Ý¹³ÏÝ ÁÝ¹·ñÏáÕ Ø»Í ¨ öáùñ Ð³Ûù»ñÇ ï³ñ³ÍùáõÙ:

Ð³Ûáó Ð³Ûñ»ÝÇùÁ ÷áõÉ ³é ÷áõÉ Çñ³Ï³Ý³óí³Í ó»-
Õ³ëå³ÝáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÇ` Ð³ÙÇ¹Û³Ý ¥1894-1896 ÃÃ.) ¨
ÎÇÉÇÏÇ³ÛÇ (1909 Ã.) ç³ñ¹»ñÇ, Ø»Í »Õ»éÝÇ (1915 Ã.¤ ÙÇ-
çáóáí å»ïáõÃÛ³Ý Ï³½ÙáõÙ ³å³Ñáí»Éáõó Ñ»ïá Ñ»Ýó
²é³çÇÝ ³ßË³ñÑ³Ù³ñïÇ ï³ñÇÝ»ñÇó, µ³Ûó ³é³ÝÓ-
Ý³å»ë 1940-³Ï³Ý ÃÃ.-Çó Ç í»ñ Çñ³ñ³Ñ³çáñ¹ Ãáõñ-
ù³Ï³Ý ÇßË³ÝáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÁ Ýå³ï³Ï³ÙÕí³Í Çñ³Ï³-
Ý³óñ»É »Ý Çñ»Ýó ÇëÏ ·áÛáõÃÛ³Ùµ å³ïÙ³Ï³Ý Çñ³Ï³-
ÝáõÃÛáõÝÁ Ù³ïÝáÕ Ñ³ÛÏ³Ï³Ý ÝÛáõÃ³Ï³Ý Ùß³ÏáõÛÃÇ
µ³½Ù³Ñ³½³ñ Ñáõß³ñÓ³ÝÝ»ñÇ Ñ³Ù³ï³ñ³Í áãÝã³ó-
Ù³Ý–³ÝÑ»ï³óÙ³Ý í³Ý¹³É³Ï³Ý ù³Õ³ù³Ï³Ýáõ-
ÃÛáõÝ, áñÇ ÑÇÙÝ³Ï³Ý Ýå³ï³ÏÝ ¿ñ »ñÏñÇ »ñ»ëÇó Ù»Ï-
ÁÝ¹ÙÇßï í»ñ³óÝ»É áã ÙÇ³ÛÝ Ñ³Û ³½·Ç å³ïÙáõÃÛ³Ý ¨
Ùß³ÏáõÛÃÇ, ³ÛÉ¨ Ñ³Ù³ßË³ñÑ³ÛÇÝ ù³Õ³ù³ÏñÃáõÃÛ³Ý
Ñ³Ù³ñ ³Ý·Ý³Ñ³ï»ÉÇ ³ñÅ»ù Ý»ñÏ³Û³óÝáÕ ï³ñ³-
µÝáõÛÃ ¨ ³ÝÑ³ßÇí Ñáõß³ñÓ³ÝÝ»ñ: ÀÝ¹ áñáõÙ, ³Ý¹³é-
Ý³ÉÇ ÏáñëïÇ ó³íÁ ë³ëïÏ³ÝáõÙ ¿ Ý³¨ Ýñ³Ýáí, áñ
¹ñ³Ýó Ù»Í³·áõÛÝ Ù³ëÁ Ý³Ëù³Ý áãÝã³óáõÙÁ »ñµ¨¿ áõ-
ëáõÙÝ³ëÇñí³Í, ÝáõÛÝÇëÏ íÏ³Û³·ñí³Í Ï³Ù Ñ³ßí³é-
í³Í ÇëÏ ãÇ »Õ»É:

àãÝã³óí»É »Ý Ñ³ïÏ³å»ë ùñÇëïáÝ»³Ï³Ý Ùß³ÏáõÛ-
ÃÇ Ñáõß³ñÓ³ÝÝ»ñÁ` µÛáõñ³íáñ Ë³ãù³ñ»ñáí, ï³å³-
Ý³ù³ñ»ñáí, ï³å³Ý³ïÝ»ñáí ·»ñ»½Ù³ÝáóÝ»ñÁ,
í³Ýù»ñÁ, »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ»ñÝ áõ Ù³ïáõéÝ»ñÁ: ØÇÝã¹»é Ñ³Û-
Ï³Ï³Ý Ï³ÙáõñçÝ»ñÇ ¨ µ»ñ¹»ñÇ, ³ÕµÛáõñÝ»ñÇ ¨ µÝ³Ï»-
ÉÇ Ï³Ù Ñ³ë³ñ³Ï³Ï³Ý Ï³éáõÛóÝ»ñÇ ¹»åùáõÙ Ù»Í Ù³-
ë³Ùµ µ³í³ñ³ñí»É »Ý ëáëÏ Ï³éáõóÙ³Ý å³ïÙáõÃÛáõÝÝ
³½¹³ñ³ñáÕ Ñ³Û»ñ»Ý ³ñÓ³Ý³·ñáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÁ áãÝã³ó-
Ý»Éáí, ù³ÝÇ áñ ³Û¹ Ï»ñå ÑÝ³ñ³íáñ ¨ ÃáõÛÉ³ïñ»ÉÇ ¿ÇÝ
¹ñ³Ýó ß³Ñ³·áñÍáõÙÝ áõ Ûáõñ³óáõÙÁ:

²ÛëåÇëáí` Ñ³½³ñ³ÙÛ³ÏÝ»ñÇ ÁÝÃ³óùáõÙ ëï»ÕÍ-
í³Í ¨ Ñ³Ù³Ù³ñ¹Ï³ÛÇÝ ù³Õ³ù³ÏñÃáõÃÛ³Ý ³Ýù³Ï-
ï»ÉÇ ³ñÅ»ù Ñ³Ù³ñíáÕ Ñ³ÛÏ³Ï³Ý Ñ³½³ñ³íáñ Ñáõ-
ß³ñÓ³ÝÝ»ñ Ãáõñù³Ï³Ý ÇßË³ÝáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÇ ÙáÉ³·³-
ñáõÃÛ³Ùµ çÝçí»É »Ý »ñÏñÇ »ñ»ëÇó: ºñ¨áõÛÃ, áñÇ ·áñÍá-
ÕáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÇ Ï³ÝË³Ùï³Íí³Í Ï»ñåÝ áõ Í³í³ÉÝ»ñÁ
Ñ³ëï³ïáõÙ »Ý Ãáõñù³Ï³Ý å»ïáõÃÛ³Ý Íñ³·ñ³Í »-
Õ»éÝÁ Ý³¨ Ñ³ÛÏ³Ï³Ý Ùß³ÏáõÛÃÇ Ñ³Ý¹»å: 

Throughout many centuries, Armenians have built rich
cultural heritage in their historical homeland (Armenia
Maior and Armenia Minor) situated in the Armenian
Highland.

One of the ancient nations in the world, Armenians were
repeatedly subjected to pogroms in their historical home-
land while under Turkish tyranny. The massacres perpetrat-
ed by Sultan Hamid between 1894 and 1896, and the
slaughter of Cilicia Armenians in 1909 were followed by
the Great Genocide of 1915, through which the Turkish
authorities wanted to have the occupied historical Armenian
lands finally and firmly established within the borders of
their state.

After the Genocide of 1915, particularly after the
1940s, the Turkish powers started another, cultural, geno-
cide in order to annihilate the colossal heritage left by the
natives of the occupied Armenian lands (primarily of
Western Armenia): thousands of monuments fell prey to
Turkish vandalism simply because they betrayed the histor-
ical reality. The irretrievable losses caused to Armenian cul-
ture become even greater given the fact that most of the
annihilated monuments were never studied, or at least doc-
umented. 

It should be stressed that the primary targets of Turkish
vandalism are Christian monuments: churches, chapels,
monasteries, and cemeteries with a countless number of
cross-stones, tombstones, and funerary chapels. In contrast
to religious monuments, Armenian bridges, castles, springs,
residential and public buildings have been mostly preserved
only to be appropriated: the vandals have confined them-
selves to annihilating their Armenian construction inscrip-
tions in order to conceal the fact that they have come down
from the exterminated natives of the country. 

To summarise, we have to state that thousands of his-
torical Armenian monuments, forming part of not only Ar-
menian cultural heritage but also of world civilization, have
fallen victim to a policy of premeditated destruction perpe-
trated by the Turkish state, a policy that has no other name
but cultural genocide.






