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BECOMING THE MASTER
OF YOUR OWN HOMELAND
A GUIDE




Scenes from the region of Tavush
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Like children who have the duty of
looking after their parents, any com-
munity of people possessing their own
parcel of land in a certain corner on
the planet Earth has a mission and an
honorary obligation to take care of it
as its legal proprietor. In turn, a home-
land provides its sons with vital nour-
ishment and conditions for uninter-
rupted progress.

History has shown that this or that
ethnic group treats its historical cradle
with the utmost care and conscientious
attitude only if its ideology is deeply
national. In such cases, apart from the
sense of civil duties, inculcated in peo-
ple’s minds as a general norm of civil-
isation, they are also instilled with sub-
lime, immaculate love of their mother
soil, their Homeland.
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This feeling is especially deeply
rooted in those nations which ensured
the incessant existence of statehood in
their homeland at the cost of vital sac-
rifices: it is this very statehood that
enables nations to manifest their fea-
tures and qualities, at the same time
strengthening their foothold and going
ahead.

On the other hand, those nations
which were continually stripped of
statehood under various historical cir-
cumstances, being obliged to
acknowledge the oppression and per-
secutions of this or that alien, or more
frequently simply hostile, ruler, invol-
untarily suffered some extent of
degradation and decadence in the
course of time, this moral deteriora-
tion manifesting itself in a consump-
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tive mode of life and indifference to
their homeland and national values.

Beginning with the 1990s, the for-
mer Soviet republics as well as certain
national autonomies started restoring
or founding their statehood. Each of
them harnessed themselves to build-
ing and fortifying a national state; a
dream that had finally come true; in
accordance with their own world out-
look and perception of norms of civil-
isation.

Like the other post-Soviet peoples,
the Armenians found themselves
amidst the ruins of the former “large
and common” motherland, the foun-
dations of which used to rest on party-
affiliated and politically-oriented ide-
ology. Once the independence of the
country was restored, they faced a
number of ideological, psychological
and educational problems on their
path of remoulding the former indif-
ferent citizen of the “common mother-
land” (as what belonged to “every-
body” actually pertained to nobody)
into one who would consider himself
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Swyniph dwpgh Rtppugw gymnh nupngh uvwltiph htiw
Together with the pupils of the school of Berdavan Village,
Tavush Region
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Measuring St. Sargis Monastery of Dovegh Village together
with the pupils of Berdavan
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the master of his own homeland, ever
striving to build prosperity there. Only

various educational programmes
could help achieve the goal of re-edu-
cating citizens deserving an independ-
ent homeland and appreciating its
importance. In other words, the for-
mer unconcerned citizens had to be re-
formed into a noble, more caring, con-
scientious, resolute and active society
that would intensely care for the
cleanliness of its own homeland, ever
anxious about the preservation of its
natural world, resources and fauna.
Moreover, it also became of the
utmost necessity to review and
improve the system of values inherit-
ed from the former regime that
acknowledged not mutual understand-
ing but subjugation under various acts
of compulsion, attaching significance
not to the appreciation and respect of
individuality, but to its suppression
through the violation of dignity, by
special means of pressure well-mas-
tered by the ruling party. In conse-
quence of all this, the Armenian soci-
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ety had almost forgotten about kind-
ness and benevolence during the
Soviet years, and instead, everybody’s
minds were permeated with envy and

malice (generally speaking, this was [

true of all the Soviet peoples).

It goes without saying that a system
of values adopted and practised for
rather a long period of time cannot
easily go through modifications in
accordance with norms of civilisation.
Such processes require patient, well-
weighed and purposeful ideological
and educational efforts which certain-

ly take some time to yield the expect- | ;

ed results.

According to some stereotyped |
thinking, it is the state bodies which |

are mainly expected to work out and

implement programmes of state and |

national importance. However, it is
evident that their work is confined to

the framework of certain routine plans P&

of action, as a result of which, they are
often unable to become torch-bearers
of new ideas. Therefore, a lot of issues
of public importance should be voiced

Swiniph Swpgh Twpuwqujwb qyninh uwGhph htin <p6
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In Hin Hakhum Village Site and Varag Monastery together with
the pupils of Varagavan Village, Tavush Region
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A meeting with the pupils of Varagavan Village, Tavush
Region, and partial views of the monuments of its neighbour-
hood
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and settled right with the efforts of the
public at large.

When outlining a multi-step plan of
actions aimed at civilisational re-
forms, we clearly see that the work to
be carried out should be focused on

efforts fostering cognizance and
knowledge of our Homeland, being
first and foremost implemented
amidst pupils of middle and senior
classes. It is indisputable that in order
to grow attached and devoted to one’s
native soil, one should be familiar
with it and its heritage; therefore, in
order to have a patriotic society in
Armenia at least in the future, we are
simply obliged to give the younger
generation a chance to get acquainted
with their Homeland. It should always
be borne in mind that patriotism is
never infused through slogans and
appeals, but only and only through
cognizance. For this reason, it is of the
utmost importance to our future citi-
zens to see, feel and get into contact
with the natural world of their
Homeland while still schoolchildren,
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by participating in different expedi-
tions and visiting historical monu-
ments, helping pick out the grass and
bushes growing in their walls and
removing the garbage and waste mate-
rials from their grounds (regretful as it
is, we cannot complain of their short-
age throughout our Homeland). If we
carry out all this parallel with series of
lectures on the Armenian Homeland
and the preservation of its natural
world, we can succeed in rearing citi-
zens with a full sense of being the pro-
prietors of their Homeland as those
who gathered waste materials will not
scatter rubbish here and there; those
who once removed daubs and scrib-
bles from the walls of monuments
with difficulty will not spoil them
themselves.

Ever concerned about the afore-
mentioned problems, Research on
Armenian  Architecture (RAA)
Foundation willingly consented to
participate in the SOS Culture project,
which was triggered in 2012 for a term
of 24 months within the framework of

LwuntwdGtn Uupwiwjh quiphg
Partial views of Akhtala Monastery
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Partial views of the interior of the main church of Akhtala and a
meeting with the pupils of Akhtala School No. 1
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the European Neighbourhood Policy
(ENP) of the European Union.
“Crossing borders to save, preserve
and care”: with this motto guiding us,
we held numerous meetings aimed at
homeland cognizance with the pupils
of the clubs of four public schools in
several places in the north and north-
east of the Republic of Armenia.
Together we also went on expeditions
to the historical monuments located in
the neighbourhood of their own places
of living: they got acquainted with the
history of these sites and acquired cer-
tain skills for deciphering medieval
inscriptions. The pupils also took part
in the measurement of a number of
monuments and the cleaning activities
carried out in the grounds of some oth-
ers.

To summarise, we would like to
underline the fact that the Republic of
Armenia has over 1,500 functioning
public schools whereas the SOS
Culture project involves the pupils of
only 4 of them (in Alaverdi and
Akhtala Towns as well as Berdavan
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and Varagavan Villages). In fact, such §
programmes should be implemented
in all educational establishments,
something that ought to be carried out
at state level.

Samvel Karapetian
Director of RAA Foundation [k
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With the pupils of the Crafts College of Alaverdi City, Lori
Region
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The monastery and bridge of Sanahin
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dawlynipwyihl gnpépOytpnpjwb Showlbuwynpdwdp, Iwjulywb sSwpnwpwwbnnigyntil nuunudbwuhpnn hhdGwnpwih (3GNF) L
dvv international juwqgdwybpwnipywb Bphhuhh nwpwéwnewbwihb gpuwubbjwyh hGwn hwdwagnpowlygnipjwip:
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thongwnnidGbpht dpwunwih b Iwjwunwbh vwhdwbwdbpd 2pewbaEpned pGwlynn pwqiwqq Gphunwuwpnnipjwb GEpgpwynudp:
duwwh Ghp, np huwypblwswlwsnipjwblb wrbGsynn ghnbhpbtph funpugnudp Yowwunh wywaguwih wewdbp hnqunwnp pwnwpwgnt
Aliwynpdwbp:

The SOS Culture Project of the Foundation for the Preservation of Wildlife and Cultural Assets (FPWC) was triggered in 2012 for a 24-
month period within the framework of the European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) of the European Union. It pursues the aim of raising
awareness of, and evaluating the wide variety of, religious and secular monuments (semi-ruined and forgotten castles and fortresses,
churches, chapels and monasteries, medieval sites, cave dwellings, cemeteries, etc.) preserved in the border regions of the Republics
of Armenia and Georgia with the involvement of community members (this heritage is mostly consigned to neglect and needs proper at-
tention).

“Crossing borders to save, preserve and care” this is the slogan of the SOS Culture Project, which is funded by the Eastern Partnership
Culture Programme and has been implemented in collaboration with Research on Armenian Architecture (RAA) Foundation and dvv in-
ternational Georgia Country Office.

Those involved in the project are convinced that the preservation and studies of historical assets promote the development of tourism
in remote regions. They attach much importance to the involvement of the youth of different nationalities living in the border regions of
Armenia and Georgia in the events aimed at research into, and preservation of, cultural assets.

We believe that deep cognizance of one’s homeland and its heritage will make the coming generations more caring, fostering their
sense of responsibility.

«SOS dowiynipr ruughrG hruuyuuGuagytl £ ydugrh pOnigjuul W dewiynipughG wrdGfabrh muahmuuGduut hhdGuinruadh Unndhg Zugyuayuaa sudrsuuruamsnignuGo
niuntdtuauhrnn hhdGuunruadh W ndd hGpGratear drususuuGuut duauGuisininh higs hwadwstn: @nughm dhawuwdnri) £ GdmmuibuwiG dhnupynlan:

SOS Culture Project is implemented by the Foundation for the Preservation of Wildlife and Cultural Assetfs (FPWC) in cooperation with
dvv infernational Georgia Country Office and Research on Armenian Architecture (RAA) Foundation. The project is funded by the European Union.
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The views expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the views of the European Union.
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