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HISTORICAL ARMENIA

SALMAST

A MAP-GUIDE
TO HISTORICAL
S

The teachers of
the schools of
Salmast in the
academic year
1903/1904
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1903/1904 nuo owmwp ghntpG nt mhpwywGtpp (onnig-pnippdtiGGtp, pwpwp-unlnnGtp, wy-Yn-
U u L U u U S nunwpnL JiGniGtp b uwpw-YnyniGniGtp, Utdjwl Nuwpujuunwin): {wjunwl omwp whpw-

Uywlwynp vwdwumghGbp. dhowlnil
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Yhwwuwl Lwdpdhl (wynp Utjhp-Lwlnpjul)
L wqqujhG-yppwwb qnpohy Uwdunl
Cwnlnujwlp

Outstanding Armenians from Salmast: Raffi
(Hakob Melik-Hakobian), a writer and a
renowned national and public figure; Samson
Tadevossian, a distinguished worker of education
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Mpthw (hap quyunh wplbpywl vwhiwlhG. Uwpgdwunm punupp L hwpulhg qnimtipp
Lake Urmia located on the eastern borderline of Salmast District; Salmast Town and the nearby villages
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Uwpdwum quyunp qniynid E NMuundwluwl <wujuuvnwih hwpujuwplbpjuw vwhiw-
GhG L gpuntgimd ophwywp thwy wjuquing Guwyninwb (Mipdhw) (6h hjnuhuwnpl-
dujwl wihtiphg dhGsk hyniuhu-hwpwy ninnoipjuwdp dqynn Ynwniph oppwdwl (tinGw-
mpwl nGYwo hwnwonp: Lwiwywunwufuwlindd t yuundwwl ULd <wjph Mupuljuw-
hwjp Gwhwlgh Qupthwywl L UnlGw quyunbtphG: Lhipywjniiu dwu E juqinid bpwlh
bujwdwlwl LwGpuwytinnipjul Unldunjwl Unpyunwlu Guhwigh:

UhoGwnupnid quywnep hwy ywhnwlwuwlnipjuwl juqind £ tnt; I nuph ulqphd, Gpp

whwnnipjn GGiph mlwwl hwunmwwmdwlp' quyunp dhish 1826-1828 pp. nniu-yyuwpulju-
Jul ywwnbpuwqip hwywhno tp b niGhp wytih pwb 50 pwwyw)p, vwluw)l Gjuwp yu-
wmtipuqih wjwpuhg htimn pGhyGtph pyuwpwlwyp bwwbtu Gugnid E: UjGniwdtiuw)Ghy,
dhsk Unwohl wpuwphwiwpump Uwpdwumh hwjnipyniGG wuypmd tp pujuyul wyp-
funiyd mGumbuwub L SQwyntpwjhl Yywlpny:

Quwyuwnl wsph L pGlylnd hwnjuwwbtu dwih pwquynpnipjul (W.p.w. ©0-92 nn.)
dudwlwlyuwnowlhg (uyumuyuwliwywb, nuipwpwliwiuli L gqminuwuintuwyuwi
Gowlwlynipjub) L thoGwnwnphg wjwlnyuo vkowphy hnipwpbdwGitpny:

UnyjG nintignyygp hwugbwgpnid Ghp yuwdwul hnpywpdwbitpng htttmwppppynn
hwj L onwn hwlpnipjuwbp:

Salmast District lies on the south-eastern borderline of Historical Armenia, covering the
area between the north-western shores of the endorheic lake Kaputan (Urmia) and the water-
shed of the Kotur mountains that extend from the north southward. Its territory comprises
Zarehavan and Arna Districts of Parskahayk Province of Armenia Maior. At present it is part
of West Azerbaijan Province of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

In the early 10th century, Salmast was liberated from the Arab yoke and became part of
Vaspurakan Kingdom of the Artzrunies’ Armenian princely family. After the fall of this king-
dom in 1021, the district went under the domination of different foreign tribes and rulers (the
Oghuz-Turkomans, Tatar-Mongols, Ak-Koyunlus, Kara-Koyunlus and Safavid Persia).
Despite the long-lasting foreign reign, however, it remained largely Armenian-inhabited, with
more than 50 purely Armenian villages and towns, up until the Russo-Persian war of 1826 to
1828. The number of the native Armenians was considerably reduced in Salmast after the ter-
mination of this war. Nevertheless, the Armenians of the district unfolded zealous economic
and cultural activities until the outbreak of World War L.

Salmast District is particularly rich in defensive, funerary and agricultural monuments
going back to the times of Van Kingdom (9th to 6th centuries B.C.) and the Middle Ages.

Intended for foreigners and Armenians interested in their ancestral heritage.
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Tombs inside the fortresses located near the villages of Ajvaj and Hovdar
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Gptdhw Qtitph Ljnujmipdjul Ynunmwlnlnunubgnt 1691 p. wwwmpwuwmwd pwputigh
Uwjdwunh hwndwop (wpnwwnwyywo' Ulvhogian G., Un’ antica mappa dell” Armenia. Ravenna,
2000, p. 80 qpphg)

Salmast District as seen on the 1691 map by Yeremia Chelebi Kyomyurjian of Constantinople
(reprinted from: Uluhogian G., Un’ antica mappa dell” Armenia. Ravenna, 2000, p. 80)
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Ram-shaped tombstones in the cemetery of Khosrova Village and Mahlam Pantheon of Armenian fighters

Lwdpywbh Up. Q-lnpq ttintgnt wpldunjwl dwlwwmh Jhdwgptiph (FE-dC n1.) qpswGlupp
A tracing of the inscriptions (17th to 18th cents.) carved on the western facade of St. Gevorg
(George) Church, Haftvan Village

{wdpqulh Up. G-lnpgq tytintighl
St. Gevorg (George) Church, Haftvan Village
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